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Good Reader, 


a 
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Preface. before. Prayer. 


E reckon it a ſignal Mercy that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
F vhom we own in our Confeſſion of Faith, ratifi- 
ed in Parliament, the alone Head and King of the Church, 
who alone hath the ſupream and abſolute Authority in ind o- 
ver the Church) after He had raiſed up our late great and gracĩ · 
ous King, to deliver us from Popery, Slavery and Prelacy; hath 
now ſetled upon the throne our Gracious and Proteſtant Queen; 
under whoſe ſhadow. we enjoy the free & peacable uſe of Goſ- 
pelOrdinances & exerciſe of thatGovernment which Chriſt hath 
given us, It is encouraging to us, herMajeſties repeated aſſurance 
and her Royal reſolution to maintain, protect and countenance 
the preſent presbyterian Government | —\  __ 
Itsalſo encouraging, the exprefſionsofHerMajeſties Commiſſioner, 
and others in eminent Truſt of theit reſpects to our government, 
which grounds a hope of continned favour. 
It is che apprehenſion of the Infinite Divine Majeſty of God, 
your Lord and ours, whoſe Meſſage we carry, that gives couns 
tenance to ſuch an obſcure Perſon as I am to appear before ſuch 
an Honourable and Venerable Aſſembly, to ſpeak his mind free- 
ly: ſpray His word may be ſpoken and heard not as the word 
of Man, but as it is indeed the word of the living God, by 
which word Jeb. 12. 48. We muſt all be judged at the laſt day, 
when the Books of Scripture, Conſcience, and God's omniſci - 
ence are opened, Rev. 20. 12, | 
We have many Eyes upon us,but we are eſpecially to regard 
Him, whoſe Eyes are like a Flame of Fire, who ſearches the 
Heart, and tryes the Reins, and is privie to the retired motions 
of our Hearts: There may be ill Eyes upon us this day: | dare 
judge no Man. There may be ſome come Satans Errand, to in- 
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tangle us in our Talk; astheſe Maß. 22. 15, 16. I wiſh them 


no worſe fate, than what befell theſe ſent to catch Chriſt, John 
7. His Word took hold on their Hearts. And if ſo, then altho 
they ſhould repent their Deſign, they ſhould not repent their 
coming; For my part, I am.notanxious as any Advantage 
they can have, if they play fair, and turn nothing upſide down, 


neither add, pair, nor alter; I purꝑoſe not to give juſt cauſe 


of offence; andif 1 ſhould ſpeak hat. ſnquld ſeem to offend; t 
ſh=11 neither refiſt Conviction, nor deſpiſe Reproot : 1 intend- 
to preach no other ſort of Doctrine, than What have preached 
ſeveral times, before the Honouralle Court of Parliament, wich- 


out Challenge; wherein I gave.Chriſt-his d ue, Cefar his; and 
the People theirs. «es Eee 5155 


We are ſiſted here in the preſence of an All- ſeeing GOD, in 
whole. hands our Times are, to whom ere long we muſt all 
make our reckoning. Its hard to know but. there may be ſume 
here ſhall make their Accounts before they hear another Ser- 
mon · Its like. I ſhall never appear at ſuch an Occaſion 3 I ſhall 
now ſpeak what my Lord and Maſter gives me to ſay, whoſe 


Ambaſſador I am, and whom I repreſent: I charge you all to 


hear with due Reverence and Attention. 
= n > 71 5 ff! 100 £20 5 


i 91 
* 8 


— 
— * 


— — 


. a 1 % = 
1 4 , \ 8 þ - ? 
4 * * 
* - - : 1 _ * = 
4 - 4 4 1 1 . g 
; — o 9 -< ”- "4 9 
” pa 4 v 
k . . - . * * „ 
e 8 , f : , 
Y " 1 5 wy ver 0 2 # 
1 ” 25 e * 4 . 1 s 4 . 
” © " - p 4 N 
6 —_— 4 ” 7 9 7 p 
* * — 
„* ry * p 1 A { * 
* 1 = 
| : | * 
: 4 kWh. * 
1 > * — 4 4 4 - . 
” * 
R # 
B ** . > - - 


639 


e . 


42. +4. ee pp. Verſes: 132 14; | 

13. Thou ſhalt ariſe, and have mercy upon Zion, for the time to fa- 
our her, yea the ſet time is come. | 2p 
14. For thy Servants take pleaſure it her Stones and favour the 
ant thereof. | CC „582 


N all the Book of GOD, we find not a more clear and 
compendious deſcription of the State of the Church, ( in 
the latter days, in her loweſt and deepeſt. extremity, and 
height of her tranſcendent joy. in the ſight of her King ap- 
pearing in his Glory) than in this Plalm: Laue 24. 44. All 
things concerning him muſt be fulfilled, which were written 
in the Law, and in the Prophets, and in the Plalms, of 
which this is ene of the principal: Whoever was Pen-man 
thereof, he hath been under much perſonal diſtreſs, by Ene- 
mies, and GOD's hiding of his Face; and had on his heart the 
diſtreſt and deſolate condition of the People of GOD. No 
wonder, theſe meeting together like two Rivers in one Channel 
that fills trom Bank to Brae, his Spirit be overwhelmed. He be- 
gins this Pſalm with {id Complaints, but ends it with joytul 
Triumph; his Soul ggtting up to theſe Props, GODs Life 
and Truth in his Proiniles : We may ſce in general in this 
Pſalm, that however there bea complication of Complaints; 
yet in a manner, the Pſalmiſt forgets bis own condition and 
prixat Diſtreſs before he has done, and is ſwallowed up with 
the thoughts of the publick diſtreſs of the Church and People 


of GOD. > 
A 3 In 
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"© Ss Tr 
In the firſt patt ofthe Pſalm, we have the Pſalmift's grievous - 
Complaints in unparalleled expreſſions, and venting his grief 
by fer vent Prayer to GOD. In the ſecond part of the Pfalm 
from the 12. verſe, having ſumm' d up the Churches Complaints 
in the total, deſcending ſtill lower and lower, till She is almoſt 
quite gone, as a ſhadow declined ; he gets a ſight of the Roc 
higher than be, Her Jehovah's unchangeableneſs who (till re- 
mains, and his remembrance of Ms Church, and of his works 
for his Church unto all Generations; His Councils are of old 
and fail nor. Iſai. 25. I. Of all Jenovah's Attributes, this of un- 
changeableneſs ſtands in moſt ſtead to the Church; His good- 
neſs, loving kindneſs, faithfulneſs and ability to peiform pro- 
miſes, ly all folded up in this his unchangeableneſs, as the ſure & 
certain Cabinet, where all her Evidences lyes: Tho' fhe be full 
of changes, yet he changes not, Malach. 3. 6. His Name is e- 
verlaſting. Pſal. 72. 17. ln the Words we ha ve firſt, verſe 13: 
the mourning man of GOD his confidence; he arrives at a ſweet 
hope, that notwithſtanding of the preſent Deſolation of the 
People of GOD ( underſtood here by Zion ) his Spirit mounts 
on the wings of Faith, that GOD would arile, that is, active- 
ly appear, and build up Zion. 8 © 
24%. We have two Arguments or Props of his Faith. F;rff, 
That the time of the Captivity was near expiring, to which 
the Words relate, 21y. That the Lord had kindled ſuch affeca 
tion in the hearts of his People to the building of the Temple, 
that for the time was like a ruinous heap of ſtones ; Its a deli- 
verance in mercy he propheſies and prays for. I give this com- 
prehenſive Note from the Context: a FIC 
That howbeit God ſeems ſometimes to be aſleep, and ſuffer Ene- 
mies toprevailſo far, as to bring his Church and People low, even to 
the duit : Iet the Lord in his time and way will manifeſt his mere 
cy, aud actively appear in raiſing up and delivering his Church. 
I ſhall endeavour to clear the point, ſpeaking briefly to theſe 
beads, 1. That God ſeems ſometimes to (it ſtill and be aſleep 
2. That 


| SP. 
2. That the Church and People of God may be brought very 
low. 3. Why the Lord exerciſes his People thus, what pro- 
yocks the Lord to ſuffer his People to be brought low. 4. The 
Church and People of God has many and great Enemies, 5. 
What ways and tricks Satan and his Inſtruments uſes to bring 
the Church low. 6. What ſets men on to be Enemies, or in 


mi | what ſort of mens hands are theſe ill turns found. 7. That 
4 God and God alone is the Deliverer of Zion. 8. However 
| unlikely it be, God will ariſe in his time and way, and make 
1 | his Church prevail. | | | = 

Ei PDirſi Head, That God fora ſeaſon ſeems te (it ſill and ſleep. 
6 | This ariſing frequently uſed, imports it: Awake,why ſieepeſt thou? 
: D Lord ariſe, caſi us not off for ever. Plal. 44. 23. Ariſe O Lord 
| | let not man prevail, Pſal. 9. 19. Ariſe O Lord plead thine own 
5 cauſe. Pſal. 74. 22. God ſeems to ſleep, when he ſuſpends the 
. Execution of his righteous and dreadfu 1 Judgements. | 
k 1. That the curſed malignity and venom in the Spirits of 
0 wicked men may aiſcover it ſelf ; 1 hey break in pieces thy People 
O Lord, l and affli& thine heretage: What imboldens them? They 


ſay, the Lord hall not ſee, neither shall the Cod of Jacob regard 
it, Plal.94- 5, 7. Becauſe ſentence againit an evil workis not 


zn them to do evil. Eccleſ. 8. 11: They take Gods ſilence for 
conſent: Pſal: 5c: 21: 

2. To awake his People out of the ſleep of ſecurity, to con- 
feſs and mourn for their ſins, then he hears their cry. 
3. That his People may ſtand ſtill and ſee the ſalvation of the 
Lord: Exod. 14. 13. The Nations. were gathered together a- 
gainſt I/rael, it was of the Lord to harden their hearts, that they 
wight go againſt {ſrae! in battel, that they might b deſtroyed 
and find no mercy, Fosh: 11. 19, 20. It shall come 10 paſs, that 
many Nations ſhall gather together againit Zion, that ſay, let her 
be defiled ; let our eye look nupen Zion, but they 
know not the thoughts of the Lord what he meaned, 


. þ for heſhal gather them as the ſheaves into the floor: ariſ . 
| | thresh 


ſpeedily executed, therefore the heart of the Sons of men is fully ſet 


' 
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| 570 O Daughter of Zion, for I will wake thy horas iron, and | 
thy hoof braſ:,and thou shal! beat in pieces many People, Mic. 4. 11, 


12, 13. They thought to threſh Zion, but Zion ſhall threſh 
them. You that are the Lords Remembrancers, give him no 
reſt till he ariſe, I. 62. 6, 7: | 


2. Head. Thar the Church and Children of GOD may be 
brought exceeding low. Was not the Church in a low conditi- 


on when there was only ſixty fix Souls that went down to E- 


gibt, Gen. 46. 26. Was not the Church in deep Afflictidn, when 


between the bloody Sword and the rageing Sea, Exod. 14. 


When Elijah aid, They have ſlain thy Prophets, and broken 


dom thine Altars, and J, even I alone am left, 1 Kings 19. 14. 


And when the ' Church complained, we are conſumed by thine 
anger, and bythy wrath are we tronbled, Pial. 90. 7. The Church 
is low when Adverſariesand Unfriends to the Church are great 
in Power, when they ſay to the Souls of God's People, Iy dewn 
that we may go over them, If. 51.23. Aud lay their Bodies as the 


ground, when they would inthral their Conſciences. Was net 


the Church low in Hamas time, when the Knife was at their 
Throat, a Maſſacre near to Execution, EI. 3. And in Hero's 
time, Act. 12. When he killed Fames, and put Peter in priſon, 
and when the Church is bereft of her pleaſant things and 
ſpiritual Priviledges, /. 64. 11. And when in a helpleſs caſe, 
when there is none to guide her of all the Sons ſhe hath brought 
furth, none to take her by the hand. Iſa 51.19.TheChurch of God 
may below as to her Reputation, T hey that honoured her, diſpiſe 
her, Lam. 1. 9. and be filled with the Contempt of the Proud, Pſ. 
123. 4. Lam. 2. 15. I ihis the thing that was called Zion the 
perfection of Beauty? The Lord ſees that a low Condition oft- 
times agrees beſt with his People, Zepl. 3. 12. I will leave iu 
thee a poor an l an afflided people, awd they ſhall truſt in the name 
F the Lord, Deut 32. 15. When Jeſurun waxed fat, he kicked. 
This ſhould humble the People of God for their Provocations, 

but 


09 5 


a but not diſcdurage, or make them queſtion his good Will, or 
5 make them ſtumble at Ton. | 
ET 3 Head,” Why does the Lord exerciſe his Church and People 
0 thu:? 1. That he may make them take with their Sins, who 

* were not touched with them before. Job 36. 8, 9. To ſhew 
E them their Tranſgresfions, Jer 22. 21. 1 ſpoke to them in their 
„eig, bat thy would ich arg Therefore Het ew 1 
* Daze and eat up their paiturts, 2: To vindicat His Glory, and 
n make the World know be will not diſpenſe with 
1. Sin in his own People, it fhaff be to their coſt. If his 


Children break his Statutes,” keep not bis Lxws, he will vifit 
their Tranſgrefſions with Rods, their Iniqukties with Stripes, 


„ F. 89. 30% 34, 322 „ 0 TY 

Ja | "i By this way he would reclaim his People, and make them 

at return to him, Job 36. 10. he opens their ears to diſcipline, and | 
2 makes them more plyable to his Will. 3 3 ( 

he | 4. To prevent rooting out, he ſends Storms, he ſent Lot out 14 
ot of Sodom with grief, to prevent his ruine, Exod. 19, They are \l8 
7 chaſtned of the Lord, that they may not be condemned with the world # ; 
18 E „ 

n, But what are the Sins that provokes the Lord to fuffer his 


d Church to get ſuch Back-ſets? I ſhall give you ſome Scripture 
Notes of {ad Symptoms, and lee how far we may bring theſe 
nt ” home to our ſelves. 1. Gallis's unconcerned Temper, A 18. 
d 17. he cared for none of theſe things, and Laodicea's toathſome 
ſe | Neutrality threatens ſpueing out, Rev. 3 16. 2. Dreadful 


* Security, falling aſleep, crouching under the Burden, little at. 
be fected with other folks cale, Amos 6. and I/. 64. 7. This 
t- '* threatens adreadful Alarm. 3. Woful hardneſs ot Heart and 
n dieadneſs among people, I 63: 17. a ſad Symptom. 4. A 
ve > . woful Impenitency and. flackneſs to repent. _ Abominations 


4. committed without a.bluſh, Jer. 8. 6, 12. 5. Woful _— 
2 as EO & ſtacy 


ſtacy, people degenerating from what they were, I. 1. 21. 


F » 


144.1 will, % away the wiſdom of your will 
Leaves of Profeſſion bringing forth wild Grapes, little tr 
Practice, I/. J, Lit. 1. 5. ; 14» Proud Upliftedneſs of Spirit, 


Ordinances, and of the removing of the Righteous, ul* 


— ney — ———_ — 1 5 = _ 
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falling from the firſt Love, and Love growing cold ʒthis threa- 


tens ſore, Rev. 2. 5: Matth. 24. 12. 6. Worldly mindedneſs, 


men ſeeking great things for themſelves threatens Devaſtation, 
Jer. 45. 7. Bold Adventurers on groſs Sins, that looks not 


like the ſpots of God's Children, cauſing Enemies to blaſpheme, 
1 Saut. 2. 20. Rom. 14 8. Formality and Hy pocriie reſt- 
} 


* b «4 * "4 | \ # „ g C4 5 9 ». i » - FT - d 4 
ins on bodily, Exerciſe, . 59. 127 13, This people draws 
near to me with their Mouth, and honoor me with their Lips, 
hut have removed their Heart far from me. 9. Doting upon, 


1 


and admiring. mens Perſons, tho of, Wit and Parts, , 24. 


Grapes, litile true 


People lifted up With ſelf Conceit, I/, 65. 5. Stand by, I am 
holyer than thou, that's a Provocation. 12. Want of a frame 


ſuiting the Piſpenſations of a time, People ranting and feaſt- 


oy 
* 


ing when they ſhould be faſting, 1a. 22.12. 13. Dry and ſean 
Du ties, want of hat mournful Heart- affecting ſenſe of Sins and 
Tadgements, and of the Lords withdrawing N from 
ful pil- 
lars abd Standard>bearers that had wont to ſtand in the 3 
74.5 7. I. 14. Excuſing and covering Sin under the Vail ot 
Worſhip. and external Profeſſion, Iſa. 29. 15. Dreadful Un- 
cleanneſs ot all forts; andDrunkenneſs, Jer. 13. and laſt verſe, 
I have ſeen thy Adulteries and Neighings, the leudneſs of thy 
Whoredom, Luke 4. 33: The. ſpirit of an unclean Devil raging, 
they aſſemble themſelves by troops in harlots houſes, every one neigh. 
ing after his neighbours Wife, ſhall not my ſoul be avenged on ſach 
2 Nation as.this is, ſhall 1 not viſit for theſe things, Jer. 5. 7, 8, 
9. I fear a Vengeance on Scotland for. theſe things; Wo to the 
Drunkards.of Ephraim, Ia. 28. 1. Wo to them that ſit long at 
the Wine, and ſtrong to drink ſtrong Drink. Thele things threat- 
en 


d Ke 


20 
8 


* eee 


„ 
en a deludge of Wrath. 16. The Oppreſſion of the Poor and 
Needy, Ezek. 22. 17. The Follution. ot holy, Things, 
and ptofaning the Sabbath, that they who run may read, Exel. 
22.8. 18, Taking Bribes and Rewards, ſecking diſhoneſt 


: Gain, Ezek. 22: 12,27. 19. Atheiſm, the ſpring of other Sins, 


that makes Folk take liberty in ſinning, Zepbh. 1. 2. The men 
that are ſettled on their Lees ſays in their heart, The Lord wil! 
not do good, neither will he do evil. 20. Incorxigibleneſs, people 
refufing to be reclaimed, Matth. 23. 37. 21, Crucifying the 
Lord ot life brought Deſolation on Jeruſalem, Matth. 23. 38. 


ſo when Chriſt myſtical is \ crucified. in his Members, Intereſts 
and Ordinances. 22. When Sin is boldly avowed, and people 


pride them in it, 1/4.3:9. The.ſhew of their Countenance doth 
witnes againſt them, and they declare their Sin as Soda, they 

hide it not; Wo unto their Soul, for they have rewarded evil 
unto themſelves. 23. Corrupting of Worſhip and Ordinan- 
ces, threatens Deſolation, Mic. 6. 16. 24. The Lord has a 
Controverſie with people; when there is not Truth, nor Mer- 


cy, nor Knowledge of God in a Land, but Swearing, Lying, 


Killing. Stealing, Blood touching Blood, Haſ. 4. 12. Zech. 5. 
2; 3. There is a flying Roll of Curſes that purſue ſuch. 25. Co- 
venant Breaking, the Fountain of many Abominations, Pro- 


phanity and Ungodlineis, Hoſ. 8. 1. Set the {Trumpet to iby 
Mouth, ſound Alarm with Authority, He ſhall come as an Eagle 


againſt the houſe «f the Lord, becauſe they tranſgreſſed my Covenant, 
aud ireſpaſied againſt my Law; The Eagle has clear Eyes, {wife 
Wings, a ſtrong Body, there is neither Hyding, Flying, nor de- 
fence againſt theLord,Levie.26. 25. I ſhall bring a Sword upon 
you that ſhall avenge the Quarrel of my Covenantzthe great Co» 
venant is the Covenant of Grace made with Chriſt for us, and 
with us in him; alas it is much broken by us all, not ſtanding 
to our baptilmal Vows. Chriſt the Mediator of the Covenant, 
Heb. 12.24. He is rejected, E/. 81.11, %%. 5. 40. The Scrip; 

| B 2 ”* ures 


| C322) 
tures the Book of this . neglected.  Boſ> 9. 
12, T hade written io him the great things off my Lam, but they 
were connted as 4 ſlrange thing. Minifters the Meſſengers of the 
Covenant, Mal 3. 1. They are deſpiſed andimocked; and that 
brings on Wrath, 2 Chr. 36 16. Fread ot four Covenants be. 
tween God and his People, wherein he owns himfelf a Party, 
| his Name being invocar, all broken and puniſhed}, Dent. 29. 
11, &c. Moſer binds the People in a Covenant with the Lord, 
abſent 28 well as preſent, Wives and Children, they break the 


Covenant, there comes a Storm, when they fee the Plagues, E- 
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ven all Nations ſpall ſay, wherefore- hath the Lord done thus unto 
this Land? - What meaneth the beth of this great anger? T hen 
zen ſhall ſay, berauſe they have forſaken" the Covenant of the Lord 
God of their father Jer. 34.84, &c. There was aCovenant there 
made, That every Man ſhould let his Man- ſervant and Maid- 
ſervant go free at the end of ſeven years, but they did not hold 
by it: The Lord ſays, They turned and polluted his Name, 
and therefore the Lord proclaims a Liberty to Peſtilence, Sword 
and Famine to conſume them, Joch. 9. Joſbus he was cheat · 
ed with the Gibeoniteg to make a Covenant with them, croſs 
tue mind of the Princes, and Congregation; This being bro- 
ken, this was puniſhed three hundred years after by three years 
Famine, and Gods Wrath never pacified till ſeven Sons of 
Saul were execute, 2 Sam.21 1. Weread, that Nebrchadnneze 
zar forced Zedehiat to fwear by GOB to Covenant with him, 2 
Chrom. 36: 13. He brake this Covenant, and in the ry of £22. 
we read, that he rebelled 5 Shall he proſper ſaith the Lord? 
© ſhall he eſcape that doth ſuch things? Or ſhall he break the 
Covenant and be delivered? As I live faith the Lord God, 
* ſurely mine Oath, that he hath deſpiſed, and my Covenant, 

*that he hath brcken, even it will Frecompenſe upon his own 
head; and I will fpread my Net upon him, and he ſhall be 

taken i my Snare, eee. W 
| | Againſt 
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Againſt all the points of Popery, and for maintaining the 
purity of Doctrine, Worſhip, the Diſcipline and Government 


neral Aſſemblies, which we received as ingraſt in our Refor- 


mation from Popery, this Land was ſworn to by Covenant. 
Some will {:y, may ye not quite it? It would f:y ſomething if 
all Parties concerned gave conſent, but it's recke ned, God is 
our Party with whom this Nation covenanted, once, again, 
and a third time, and who dare bid him conſent. Miſtake me 
not, as if | were now preſſing the taking or renewing the Co- 
venant, altzo' Jon the binding vertue of it: It's a Buſineſs 


of ſuch moment, as would take no ſmall time to diſpoſe a Na- 


tion for it; I fear hy pocriſie in taking, and unfaithfulneſs in 
keeping it, has been lying at many Folks Door : Some will 
mock at all theſe Provocations, but if the Lord live, their 
Bands ſhall be made ſtrong, if they repent not. Ii. 28. 22. 
There may be ſome living that will ſee this, I haveſeen ſome- 
thing like it in my time, for the Word of the Lofd will not 
fall to the ground. /i. 55.11. It ſhall not return void. 

4. Head. The Church of God ever had, and will have, many 
andgteat Enemies. When therewere but.twoSons in the Church, 
the one was a Sain', the pther an ill Spirit, 1 Joh 3. 12. Cain 
was of tbatwiched one, and ſlew his Brother Abel, wherefore flew 
he him? becguſe his-warks mere good, and his own works evil : as 
the Church multplied, Enemies multiplied, P/al. 74: 19: A 
multitude againſt one turtle Dove, Pharaoh ſaid, he would hare 
bis hearts ſs: ht of the people of God, Exod: 19: 9. Saul was Da- 
vide Enemie conmtirmally, becauſe he knew the Lord was with him. 
1 Sam. 18. 28. Hamm was a bitter Enemy. EF. 3. There were 
four Monarchies made War with the Kingdom of Chriſt. Dan. 
2. What Enemies were the Scribes and Phariſees? Saul made 
havock F the Church. AGs 9. 3. See what heaps of them. P/al. 
83. 6, 7, 8. The Tabernacles of Edom, the I ſumaeliſes, of Moab, 

| B 3 : ihe 


Eta . 
the Hagarenes, Gebal, Amon and Amalck, the Philiſtines and lu, 


ee of T;yre, Aſbur is alſo joined with them; they helped the 


Children of Lot. Davidtells they hated him without a tauſe. Fial: 
64: 4: And Chriſt tells, br Diſciples were hated, becauſe he had 
cboſen them out of the World, Joh. 15.19. They have heart: an - 
tipathy. Turks and Papiſts, and all of an unchriſtian temper, are 
all Enemies to the Church. 

5. Head. What way takes Satans Inſtruments to bring the 
Church low? They uſe both craft and cruelty, there fore called 
bloody and deceittul, Pſ.al. 55. 23. And are compared to Ly- 


ons, Bulls, Dogs, Unicorns anJ Wolfs Particularly, They 


uſe falſe and flanderous accuſations againſt the People of God, 
as it they were Rebels, hurtful, no for the Kings Profite; Peſtie 
lent, Movers ofSedition, Nehr 2. 19: E2r: 4. 15, 16: E 3ꝛ 8, 
9: 4Fs 24: 5: Luke 23: 2: lt is the old way of Satan and his 
Inſtruments to load the Lords People, and caule with foul Aſper- 


ſions to ſharpen the edge of Perſecution, as Heathensof 01d,cloaths 


ed Chriſtians with Skins of Beaſts, ro ſtir up the rage of wild 
Beaſts to deyour them. 2. They pretend Religion and God- 
lineſs marrsPeoplesGain,as/&s 19. 24: &c. Demetrius the Silver · 
Smith, ſtirred up the Crafts: men who made Silver Shrines to the 


Temple of Diana, crying the Temple of the great Goddeſs Diana 


is deſpiſed: . 3: They make ſuch Laws, as men of Conſcience, in 
Conſcience dare not obey, as Dan. 3: 6: AGs 4: 5: 4: They 
ſubborn falſe Witneſſes, men void of Conſcience and Principles, 
as Matih:26: «9g, 60: As 6:11: 5:Under,pretence of Friend- 
ſhip, intending miichief, Ezr: 4: 2: Neh: 6: 3: So Matth: 22: 15, 
16: They ſpake fair toChriſt when they intended to intangle him. 
Ezra and Nehemiah would not temper with theſe. {ſee Compa-. 
nions, who ſaid, let us meet onit, and let us build with you, 
for we ſcek vourGod, &do facrifice to him: 6:Hireing falleheart- 
ed men, ſnaikingCompanions to act for them, they hiredCounſel. 
lours to fruſtrate the rpurpoſe or building the Walls of eruſalem: 
Far. 
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Fzr: 4: Neb: 6: Theymocked and made proud Boaſts to weaken 


the hands of Gods People, to terrifie, and diſcourage them from 


building the Temple, but they doubled it out: 7: By deviſing 
againſt the Life or Credit cf honeſt Miniſters, waiting for their 
halting to bring them into a ſnare. Jer. 11. 19. and 20. lc: J. 


man be we will prevail againſt lim, and take onr revenge on hint, 


2 Chroy: 24. 21: They conſi ired againit Techariah and ſtonned 


him: It is an old trick of Kome ;JeluitContzen adviſed to defame 
lome of them, & make them odious, & remove others, abi dæerit 


patrocinium, ſine pugna concidet error Miniſters are the chief 
Butt of Antichriſts malice, if they could get the Bible out of 
Peoples hands, and Miniſters out of their ſight, it would play 


their Game: 8: They uſe open hoſtility when other tricks fail, 


They conſpired to fight againſt Jeruſalem, Neb: 4:8: They made 
the work ceaſe by force and power. Exr. 4. 23. Joh. 8. 89: They 


fell to Club-law with Chriſt when he was too ſtrong for them 


in reaſon, they took np ſtones to caſt. at him: 9: By ſmarting 
cruel preſſures and afflictions, making Peoples Lives a Burden, 
Exod: 1: WT OG 
Sixth Head. What ſets men on to be enemies to the Church 
of God, or in what ſort of mens hands are theſe ill turns found? 
1, Hypocritical Worſhippers like Doeg, wants but the Kings com- 


mand to ſhed innocent blood: x Sam: 21: 7: And 22: 16: 2: 


Superſtitions Worſhippers given to Idolatry, as thele: As 21: 
28: 30: 3: TheBrutish that hate Reprooſ: Prov: 12: 1: AS Hebab, 
3 King, 22: 8, 27: And thele in Iſai: 39: 10: They would 
have Miniſters to humour them, and ſpeak {ſmooth things to 
them. Joh: 7: 7: They hated Chriſt, becauſe he teſtified againſt 
their evil deeds, This is a grand quarrel with Presbyterians, 
ſuch want but occaſion of miſchief: Prov: 28. 23. He that re- 
buketh a man shall find more favour afterward, than he that flatters 
with the tongue. 4. Souls ignorant of God, and unacquzint 
with Prayer, P/al. 14. 4. They have not the knowledge of mw_ 
they 
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they call not onthe Lord; they eat up m People as they ent bread. 
1 or. 2. 8. The Princes of the World would not have crucified 
the Lord of Glory rf hey had known him. Job. 16.2, 3.1 he'e things 
they will do unto you becauſe they know not the Father nor me. Ma- 
ny are willfally ignorant, and {hut their eyes at the lighr. 5. 
The Worldly minded, ſuch cannot de innocent, but ready to 
take reward againſt the innocent, and deſtroy Souls for diſho- 
neſt gain, ſeeking their gain from every quarter, Prov. 28. 20. 
Pſal. 15. 5. Matth. 27: Iſai. 56. 10, &c. 1 Tru. 6. 9, 10. 
Such are great Abettors of prophanity aud Superſtition. 6. 
Theſe who foſter Pride and Ambition, as Pharuob, Exod. 5. 2: 
MMho is the Lord that I sbonld obey him. Pſal. 10 3+ The nick. 
ed in the pride of his heart perſecutes the poor. Proud Deotriphus 
cafts out his Brethren, 3 £p3f. of Joh. Proud Hamam deviſed 
a Maſſacre. Eff. 3:5: 7. The envious, as the flattering Conr- 
tiers of Darius, Dun. 6. Maligned him. 8; Men inſlaved to 
ſerve the Laſts and Humouts of others, Hof. 5, 11: They walk 
_ willingly after the Commandment: 9. They who caſt by the 
Bible and uſe of Ordinances, publick and privat. /i. 59: 14, 
15, 16: Truth falls in the Streets, Equity does not euler, who de- 
part from Iniquity, makes himſelf a Prez: Neh: 9: 26: They caſt 
the Law behind their backs, and perſecutes the Prophets: 10: Un- 
hallowed Church men, whom the Scripture calls light and trea- 
cherousperſons, men- pleaſcrs, who daub with untempered mor- 
ter, ſtrengthening the hands of the wicked, making the heart of 
the righteous ſad, ſuch as A abs four hundred falſe Prophets: x 
K ings 22: Who flattered him to bis overthrow: LI, Men 
ated bySatan to oppoſe'the Church, from that which is the root 
ot all: Atheiſm, Ungodlineſs, and hatred of the power of God- 
lineſs: Pſal: 14: 1, 4: 1 Joh: 3: 12: Pſal. 38: 20. Ad, 26: 11: 
2 Theſſ: 3: 2. Hence men are mad againſt the Church, diſtrac- 
ted and unreatonable, becauſe others will not run with them 
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to that ſame excels of ryot, x Per. 4, 4, But cleaves to duty, keep- 
ing a good Conſcience. Mens 
7. Head. That God, and God alone, is the Deliverer of Zion and 
his People from all their diſtreſſes. To ſtand to prove this, were 
to light a Candle to the Sun; you know this is his Name, I/. 43. 
I am the Lord tby God, the bo One of Iſrael thy Saviour, Jer. 14. 
8: O the hope of Iſrael' the Saviour thereof in time trouble. His Peoples 


Name is the ſame, Deut 33. 29. Happy art thou, O Tſrael | who is 


like unto thee, O People ſaved by the Lord? the sbield of thy belp, and 
who is the ſword of thy excellency'; and thine Enemies ball be found Li- 
ars unto thee, and thou sbalt tread upon their high places. There is no 
Phraſe more ordinary,than thatSalvation is Fas Jehovah. | 
8. Head. However unlikely it be, that God will appear, and make 
his Church ariſe and prevail, yet it's moſt certain; It's unlikely, 
if you look to Chriſt that he ſhould: prevail, how incredible 
that he _ ſhould grow as a root out of a dry ground, who had no 
form nor comlineſs, that men ſhould deſire him, Ii. 53. 2. How 
unlikely, that ſo mean a Company as his Apoſtles, poor Fiſher- men, 
ſhould quell his Enemies, ſo many and powerful; The whole 
World being engadged ro maintain Satan's Kingdom,” what were 
they, who came to ſet up Chriſt's Kingdom in oppoſition to the 
World? And conſider their Doctrine, it ſeemed ridiculous to fleſh 
and blood, that they muſt believe and hope for Salvation in a cru- 
cified Chriſt, and pull out their right eye, and cut off their right 
hand. The Philoſophers who were then eſteemed the only wiſe 
in the World, ſaid they were mad that preached this Doctrine, 
which natural man cannot bear with; when Mabomet comes, he 
brings Doctrine that mans heart follows after, ke inforces hisDoc- 
trine with Fire and Sword; but Chriſts Servants have nothing to 
inforce their Doctrine with, but to shake off the duſt of their Feet ai a 
Teftimony, Matth. 10. 14. What cares the World for that? Ye ſee 
its improbable to ſenſe and reaſon, that Chriſt and his Church 
ſhould prevail, conſidering the multiplicity, wit and ſtrength of E- 
nemies, the paucity and weakneſs of Friends ; yet certainly the 
Church ſhall riſe and prevail. 
1. The ſad time of his People 5 their Seeditime, there muſt be 
| " 
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n 1 1 
a joyful harveſt, P/al 126: 5. Pſal. 97. 1. Light 7s ſauin for the rigb. 
traut, and joy for the upright in bert. „ 3 Wo 
2. It is among the determinations af Heaven, eſtabliſped by che 
decree of the Watchers, and of the holy one that cannot fail, Da. 
4a 17, Mic. 4. 12, 13+ They know not the thoughts of the Lord, neither 
underſiand they bis Councils, ariſe and threzh O 2 of Zion, 
3. Ic is promiſed, They that davell under bis sbadaow hall grow as 
the corn, Iſai: 4.1, 14. Fear not O 29999 Jacob, Ifai. 4 2464 5.. J rake 
thee 4 new sharÞ threibing Inſrument having teeth, then chalt thresb the 
Mountains and make them ſmall, and the Hill. as cha. What is a 


worm to a Mountain, Jer, 49. 28. Speaking of the, overthrow of 


1744 leaſt of the flock ball draw them out even the wergPrinces of Ba- 


o 


trary to the Church, I/. Zo. ANS an tor tl | 
© is come, and the Glory of the Lord is riſen upon thee, Darkneſs 


© ſhall cover the Earth, and groſs darkneG the People, but theLord 
* ſhall ariſe upon thee, and his Glory Hall be ſeen thee, 1/ai, 26. 
* 19, Awake and ing ys that dwell ia the duſt, thy dead men hall 


live. . | 


;. The Chur h is riſen in her Head, who is away to Heaven. 
Jol. 14. 3, 19. Job. 17. 24 And ſhall not the Church riſe from all 


her deaths and broken caſes 3 the body ſhall follow the head. 
6. The faith of his people confirms this: Hof: &: 2: , frer two days 


will he revive us: in the third day be will raiſe us up, and we hall live in 


bis gbr. It is not the firſt time the Church has ſet to her Seal to this 

truth. as in the Text. 5 | 

Lay. If it were but todiſappoint, affront and make Eenemies 
iars and falſe Prophets, who ſay, Pfal. 41. 8, Now that be is fal. 


en, he fall riſe no more. So however unlikely it be, the Church muſt 


prevail, he is in Covenant with his Church, Gen. 15. 1. to be ber 


sbjeld ; all his attributes are engaged, if the Church were left 


hand to hand with Enemies, would ſuccumb, if God 
were not on their ſide, Exod. 14. 27. Ged fights for them, 
let us ee from the face of Iirae! ; Conlider what Aﬀteqion;he has 


for Zion, and what relations, of a Father, Exed. 4. 224 Hrael 3s my 
| | | | Som, 
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4, There isa publick Prpelamaden emitted; it 35 nt le fe abi. 
ch. Ils. 60. i, z. © Ariſe and ſhine, tor thy light 
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Fon, even my-firſt-boyn, and ofa Husband, / 54. 
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g- Thy Maker it thy. 
Husbamd, the Lord of Hoſts is lit Name: He hath given himſelf, his Son 
and Spirit to Zion, what eſteem flath he of his people, he ſtiles 
them his Friends, his Hoaſe, his Temple, his Vineyard and Jewels, 
his delight; his Providence is for them, which dives into all the act- 
ings of the Creatures. /. 37. 28. he ſays to Zenacberib: I know thy 


abode, thy going out, and thy coming in, and thy rage againſt me. He has 


an Inner- wheel that moves all the Creatures, Ezek, 1. 21. It is an 
infinit Diſpenſation, Exel. 1. 8. ſet out by Faces, Wings, Hands, 
to expreſs his ſufficiency, and how watchful he is, P/. 121. 4. Be- 


bold he that. keepeth Iſrael ſhall neither ſlumber nor ſleep, IIa. 27. 2, 3. 
The vineyard of red wine, I rhe Lord da keep. it, I will water it every mo. 


ment leſs any burt is, I uill keep it night and day. Chriſt is for his 
Church, and all his Conqueſt for his People, who are his Purchaſe, 
he is their Head, Corner, and Foundation - one, and enemies are 
but Men at beſt, hut vanity and naked men, God is not with them, 
wicked men are haters. of God, fighters againſt God, and fo ac- 
curſed, Sch Ia. 23 3,4 Gon Un winds IR” 

Queſt. When does the Lord appear in hisMerey for raiſing up his 
Church? What are theSeaſons, for there is an appointed time, Heb. 2. 3. 
x. It an che beſt time, he never omits the moſt ſeaſonable time, he 


will not come an hour ſooner, nor ſtay an hour longer than infinit 


Wiſdom finds moſt convenient; That is the due time, 1 Per. x. 6. 
There is God's time, and: our time of Deliverance, our time is 
when we are humbled, then we think the Lord. ſhould come, and 
if not, then we are ready to give it over, but he may well fail our 
time, he will never fail the fitteſt time, when his Mercy and Glo- 
ry will be moſt conſpicuous, Ja. 30. 18. Therefore will the Lord Wait 
that he may be gracious unto you; and therefore he will be exalted,” that be 


may have\mercy- upon pon: for the Lordis a God of Fudgement, that can 


well diſcern the ſeaſon. 2. The Lord ordinarly defers his appear« 
ance till his People be at the loweſt Ebb, and in a helpleſs condition, 
if he ſhould not appear; he comes when he would have the Deli 
verance glorious, he ſuffers his People to be brought to Extremity, 


and makes chat his Opportunity, when the Bones are dry about the 
graves mouth, Exe. 37: he puts Life in them: Deut, 32. 36, When 
be ö . 


be 


— : 


fiction wery bitter, and no Helper for ! 


ter, Fer, 29. 11, 12. [I have thoughts of Peace towards you to give 


1 „„ | 
be ſa their Powter was gone, and none ſhut wp or left, then be repented* 
bimelf cencerning his People: 2 Kings 25 26, When he ſaw their Af. 
| | rael, Ter, 305% 7. Alas, for the 
day is great, ſo ſbat there is none like it, It is the time of Jacob's trouble, 
bat be ſpall. be ſaved out of it, Gen: 22. When Abrabam made all rea- 
dy, and lifted up bis hand with the ſacrificing Knife, God provid- 
ed a Lamb, and aac eſcaped; 3. When his People are very un- 
fit for Deliverance ( ordinarly } not only unable to help themſel- 
ves, but unworthy that they ſhou'd be helped by the Lord; that is 
ſtrange, the People of God were far worſe when they came out of 


Egypt, chan when they went into Captivity, J 48. 8, 9. [I knew 


thou would deal very treacherouſly, and was called a Tranſgreffor 
from the womb, for my Names ſake will I defer mine anger, and 
for my Praiſe will I refrain from thee, that TI cut thee not off] Ezeł. 
16: He remembred his Church when he found her lying in her 
Blood, caſt out in the open Fields ( as in the Eaſtern parts they 
uſe to caſt cut the Children whom they would have to periſh) 2/a. 


$9.16. When-be ſaw there was no Interceſſor, his own arm brought 


* 


ſalvation: I. 57. 18. ] have ſeen bis ways and 1 wilt beal bim. 4, Ocr- 
dinarly the moſt eminenr deliverances, are, when his people are 
deeply affected and afflicted for the ſufferings of his Church, as in 


che Text, when the Lords Intereſts ly es near their Hearts, and be. 


comes preciqusunto them: P/ 137. 6. When Feruſalem is preferred 
29 the chief Foy, when they fend up their Cryes, Sighs and Groans 


to Heaven, as Pſ. 10%. Then they cryed unto the Lord, and he delive. 


red them out of their diſtreſſes, Neb. 9. 27. and in the time of their 
trouble when they cryed unto thee, thou heardeſt them from Hea- 


ven, according to thy manifold Mercies thou gaveſt them Saviours 
* who ſaved them cut of the hands of their Enemies, GOD in- 


gages himſelf, Pſal. 12. 5. for the oppreſſion of the Poor, for the foghing 


of the Needy, now will 1 ariſe ſaith the Lord, I will ſet him in ſafety fr m 
bim that pufjeth at bim, as the Morning Star goes before the riſing 


Sun, ſo his Peoples Hearts are warmed to ſeek Deliverance before 


it come, /. 52. 6, 75 Zech. 9. 1, 11. Their Eyes were towards the 


Lord, and He ſent their Priſoners out of the Pit wherein there was no wa- 


you 


4 


— 1 


... —ß—ß—7 . 


* —— To — 2 x — — 
— * 5 as M.A — * - — — — 


( 2x ) 


vou an expetedEnd,you ſhall pray and I will heatken unto you] as 
Lech. 12, 10. and 13. 1, 2. The Spirit of Supplication gces before 


delivery ; It's true, ſometimes the Lord in a way of Soveraign 
Grace may prevent his Peoples frame, and bring it with the delivery 
Eze&. 16, 63. 5- When His People are perſecuted for his ſake, and 


Religion is the Quarrel, not becauſe they are ſo bad, but becauſe they 
arenot worſe, P/a. 44. 22, 26. [ For Thy ſake are we killed all 
the day long, redeem us for thy Mercies ſake] ; On this ground 


God hath premiſed, J. 60. 5. Nu Brethren that hated you and caf 


you out for My Names ſake ſaid, let the Lord be glorified, but be fhall ap- 


pear for your Foy, and they ſhall be aſhamed, he gives a Banner ts them 


that fears him, it ſholl be diſplayed becauſe of the Truth, Pſa:60, 4. Wor- 
ſbip and pure Ordinances are precious to his People, and their Lives 
are precious to him, 6. When Enemies are high in pride, grow 


inſolent and inſatiable in Cruelty, arrive the length of Blaſphemy, 


Iſa, 52. 5, Thy Name is blaſphemed every day, Exod. 5. 2. Who is the 


Lord that I ſheuld obey him Pla. 76. 12. Therefore be will cut off the ſpi- 


rit of Princes, and be terrible tothe Kings of the Earth. Pſa, 9, laſt, He 
will make them know they are but men, tho they defy God, Ia. 33. 8. 10. 


The high ways ly wafle, the way fairing man ceaſeth, be regards no man, 
Therefore I will ariſe and lift up my ſelf ſaith the Lord, that is the time 
of his appearing. and our pleading, Ps. 74. 18. 22, 23. Remem- 
© ber this that the Enemie hath reproached O Lord, and that the 
fooliſh people hath blaſphemed thy Name. Ariſe O God, plead 
* thine own Cauſe: Remember how the fooliſh man reproacheth 


* thee daily,forget not the voice of thine Enemies, Jo/. 7. 9. what 


* wilt thou do with thy rear Name, ſays Jeſhua. Den. 9. 16. 15. 
* Jeruſalem and thy peop 


Lords ſake, Joel 2. 17. 18. Spare thy people O Lord, and give 
* not thine Heretage to Reproach : That the Heathen ſhould 


rule over them, wherefore ſhould they ſay among the people 
* where is their God? Then will the Lord be jealous for his Land 


* and pity his people. . When his people accepts the puniſhment 


of their Sins, judges themſelyes, and their uncircumciſed Hearts 
/ N 8 Are 


e are become a Reproach to all that are 
about us, now therefore our God hear the prayer of thy Servant, 
and cauſe thy Face ſhine on thy Sanctuary that's deſolate, for the 


„ 
are humbled, Ez: 26, 41, 42; and juſtiſſes the Lord, Then he will 
remember his Covenant with Abraham, Iſaac aud Jacob, and remember 
the Land, Neb. g. 33. Thou art juſt in all that is brought upon us, 
for thou haſt done right, but we have done wickedly, Ezra g. 
13. Thou our God haſt puniſhed us leſs than our Iniquities deſerve. 3. 
When his people conſcientioufly engages themſelves to the Lord in 
a Covenant never to be forgotten, Jer. Fo. 5. Ia. 63. 8. Surely 


they are my people, Children that will not lie, Iuull be thein Sawiour, when 


they endeavour to prepare a reſt for him, and cleanfe his Rouſe as 
David did P/.132.4-5,18.and as Hezekich 2 Chrone 29. 16, and when 
his people are purged and mortifted Ja. 4. 4, 5, then he creats a 
Cloud of Defence over all the Glory, Exe. 36. 33 1 will baild your 
Waffe places, and ye ſhall dwell in your Cities, anben ] have oleanſed you from 
jour iniquities. 9. And Laſtly. When there is ſuch. 2 ftroke of fe- 
curity and deadneſs on the Spirits of Adverfaries, that they do not 
advert to the ſignal Demonſtrations of theLordsDiſpleafure againſt 
their courſe, I/a. 26. 1. 10, 11. The Lord will appoint Salvation 
* for Walls and Bulwarks. Let favour be ſowen to the wicked; 
yet will he not learn Righteouſneſs, in the Land of Uprighrneſs 
© will he deal unjuſtly, and will not behold the Majeſty of the 
Lord, when his hand is lifted up, they will not ſee, but they ſhall 
ſec and be aſhamed, when they are ſo deluded as to claim intereſt 
in God, and challenge his Approbation, Mic. 3, 11. They lean upon 
the Lord, and ſay,is not the Lord among nip 5 Fog 
Toth. Head. What way takes the Lord to defoat Zion, Enemies 
and recover his Church: When his People has a Promiſe, they 
will fore - caſt the way, and if that miſ. give they are diſcouraged tis 
ways are in the deep Waters, he can creat peace, 1/2. 57. 20. and 
command deliverance for Facob, Pſa. 44. 4. he needs no means 
[not by Might nor by Power, but by my Spirit, ſaith the Lord,] 
Zech. 4: 6. what ever way he takes, it's powerful, effectual and ir- 
reſiſtable. | | SET 
1. He diverts Enemies, as he diverted Faul from the Purſuit of 
Da vid, 1 Sam. 23. 2. He can make them grind one another 
break and confound them among themſelves to marr tlieir Inter- 
priſe, Judges 7. 22. The Lord ſet every mans Sword again * 
Cs 2 udges 


| (23) 3 | : 
Judges 9.20, Ter fre roms rut fr m Abimelech, and deveur the men 
of Shechem, 2 Chron: 20. 23. Every one helped ta deſtroy another, Tech. 
14.13. I: hall come to paſs in that day, that a great Tumult from the Lord 
ſhall be amang them, an d by ſhall lay held every cne on ihe band of his 
neighbour, and bis hand ſhall riſe up againſt the hand of his neig bbour. 
2. He can change the Heart of Enemies, either by Grace, as he 
changed Saul; Heart, Ads 9. or by a common Work, Eſau got not 
leave to ſpew out the venom he conceived againſt his Brother, 
Gen. 33. he can reſtrain mans Wrath, Pſa, 76. 10. and clip his 
Wings. 4. He can everturn their Councils, he can take the wiſe in their 
on craftineſs, 1 Cor. 3. 19. andturn their craft on their own pate, take 
them in their own pit and ſnare, Pſa, 9. 16. as Achitephel 2 Sam. 17. 
22 he hanged hitaſelfin a pett, becauſe his Council was lighted, 
Prov: 26. 27. who tigs ap ſhall fall therein, ſo it fell out Dan. 3. & 
6,we may lawfully prayLord change theirfearts or cut their Horns. 
Ho can provide a lbelter for his People till the ſtorm break, as 
b: Moſes with Fetbro, Exod 3. 1. and for Devid with the King 
of Gath, 1 Sam. 27. and make the Ravens feed E/:jab, 1 Kingir7, 
6. and make the Earth help the Woman, Revel. 12. 6. An Arch- 
Pre late ſaid, fie would ſtarve Miniſters out of their Principles, but 
the Lord covered a Table for them, Pſa. 23. 5. They baue the ecret 
Chambers of bis preſence to retire to, Pla,” 344 26, Iſa. 24. laſt, 6; By 
ſignal miraculous appearances he overturnes Enemies, and gives 
outgate to his People, they notmovinga Finger, when at a chock 
on thebrink of two : "The Spaniſh Ar madd was formidable, the 
Lord ſent a blaſt and foattered them, Exod, 14. The Lord looked 
through the Cloud and vexed the Hoſt of Pheravb : What Pith 
was in the Trumpets of Rams Horns to bring down the Walls of 
N 6. and in Sbamgars Ox Goad to ſlay fix hundred Phili- 
ines Jadges 3,31. The Finger of God fights for his People, he 
{tricks Terror in the Hearts of Enemies, that mighty Men finds 
not their Hands. His People ſhould not be diſ. heartned when great 
Force is againſt them, what is all that before the Almighty. J.,. 
10, 8. and Judges 4. The Lord diſcomfited great Armies; Fo. 23 
10. Owe ſhall chaſe a Thouſandꝭ for the Lord your God, He it is 
that fights for you, as he hath promiſed, Fal, 44:4. They get not rhe 


Land 


| | „„ 

Land by their ownSwwd, neither did . own Arm ſave them, hut thy 
rigbt Hand and thine Arm, and the Light of thy Countenance. becauſe thou 
hadſt a Favour unto them + The Lord fought for his People when there 
was neither Sword nor Spear in Tirael, 1 Sam. 13. 19. wich little 
adoe were the Enemies of Jehoſaphat ſmitten 2 Chron, 20. 22, The 
Lord of Hoſts never wants a Party at hand, he can muſter the hu- 
mors of Mens Bodies againſt them and irk them 1 Sam. 5, 6. the 
very Elements fought for him, 1 Sam. 7, 10. He made the ſtripling 
David to overcome Goliab, i Sam. 17. he can arm Frogs, Lice, Ca- 
terpillars as againſt Pharash, and Joel 2. theſe Creatures were ar- 
medto devour Men:at the Seige of Samaria when his people were 
eating their own Children, he made the Enemies hear a Noiſe and 
ſcattered them, 2 Kings 6. et e his Church be not delivered, he will 
arm ſome of his Train- Band, he ſent an Angel in a Night and ſmote 
the Camp of the 4ſhrians, and flew a hundred eighty five thouſand 
of them 2 Kings 19. 35, 7. And Laſtly, The Lord can advance and 
raiſe up perſons of worth ſpirited for his Work as Moſes, Exod: 2. 
Zerubbabel, Zech. 4. Mordecai Eſt:4.and eight principal Men Mic, 5. 5. 
as the word is, Princes of Men, and oft determines the Hearts of 
Men to act vigorouſly for his Work when ſolicite to the contrary, as 
Darius Ezra 6, and Artaxerxes ſeconded him, who commanded all 
things to be done for the houſe of the God of Heaven, according to the 
Command of the Lord God of Heaven Ezra. 7. 23. he may ſhame ma- 
ny Chriſtian Princes, We are not to truſt in means, Jeremiah is 
poſitive againſt it 17. 5: we mult confide in God when means are 
wanting as the three Children did, Dan: 3. but when means are 
afforded, we muſt imploy them to the beſt advantage. God promi- 
ſes never to leave nor forſake Joſhua, yet bids him be ſtrong and of 
good Courage Jof. 1. 5. 6. Iſrael muſt fight it out. 

Application. I am now to apply this Doctrine and begs your at- 
tention, Exzek. 2, 7. Speak my words ſaith the Lord whether they 
will hear or forbear : The firſt thing that I preſs, 1. That ye 
ſhould be concerned in the caſe of the Churches ſad diſtreſs;and in 
| order tothe reviving of his Work, let Jeruſalem come to your mind 

and ly near your heart Jer. 51. 50. We ſhould be deeply affected. Je- 
' remiah [ his Soul weeped in ſecret ] Jer, 13. 17. [when the Tongs 
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Flock was carried Captive] Moſes lefe the Court, and took him 
to the coyenanted People ef God, to take pare with them in their 


AD tions, Heb. 1 1. 25. and Exod. 3 2. he ſtood in the Gape betwixt 
the people and the Lords Anger, and would not let him alone, 
rather blot out my Name out of thy Book which thou haſt written, 
ere thy people be not delivered, Nehemiah had a fad countenance 
for Jeruſalem, her. Walls being broken down, Neb, 2: 2, When Eli 


heard the News that the Ark was taken, he fell to the ground and 
died, and Phineas Wife when ſhe heard the News, ſhe had no com- 


fort of a Man- Child born, but cryed the Glory is departed; 1 Sam. 
4. We ͤ read of a Noble Champion in the Emperour Valence his 
Army who had done Exploits, the Eniperour deſired him to ask 
what he would, he gave in a Petition for Liberty of Exerciſe to the 


Chriſtians ; The Emperour tare ic, he gathered up the pieces and 
c 


ſaid, ſeing I can obtain nothing for them I crave nothing for my 
ſelf . David by vow and promiſe ſhews his concern for Zion P/a, 


132. Let not what concerns the Church be reckoned a by - work, the 


Lord will be concerned for them,who are concerned for Zion, he 


. bleſſed the houſe of Obed Edom 1 Chron. 13. 14, who gave the Arkthree 
Month Quarters, Confider the extent of it, it was a broadBleflings 
1. His Perſon was bleſſed, That is a bleſſed Religion that brings 
health to the Navel and Marrow to the Bones. 2%. His Pcſtericy 


was bleſſed 1 Ebron. 26. 8. in four things; 1, He was bleſſed with 
a numerous Progenie, threeſcore and two of Obed-Edoms Family. 


2, They were bleſſed with imployment, all made Officers in the 


Houſe of God. 3. Bleſſed with Ability to diſcharge that imployment, 
all able Men of Strength, mighty men of valour for the ſervice of 
the Temple. 4. They were bleſſed with Honour, made Rulers 
and Commande:s through the Houſe of cheir Father, Thirdly , 
His poſſeſſions were bleſſed with preſervation, increaſe and a com- 
fortable enjoying them, Obed-Edoms made his Houſe a Sanctuery for 
God, now God makes it a Sanctuary for him, a place of Safety. 
Fourthly, His Actions and Undertakings are bleſſed, good ſucceſs 


attends him. Fifthly, His Friends are bleſſed, they fare the better 


for him, he becomes a favorite of Heaven, he can ſpeed Suits and 


| obtain Bleſſings for others. The Lord promiſes 2 Sam. 7. to build 
Obtain 5 


David 


„„ 

David a ſure Houſe for his reſpect to his Houſe, The Lord is con- 
cerned in ſuch Folks thrive ing P/a. 122,6, They: ſhall proſper that Love 
Jeruſalem. So did Moſes, Jo:bua and Others Freter on theſe accounts, 
The Lord will be concerned in their lafety in dangerous times, 
Exel, 9. 4, There is a mark of providential preſervation ſet on them, 
he is concerned in their Conſolation, Iſa, 66,10, They who mourn 
for Jeruſalem,ſhall rejoice in Jeruſalems Joy. 
How does the Lord ſpeak with contempt of theſe that are uncon- 
cerned for Zion, Hag. 1.6, They mall earn wages and put it in a 
Bag with Holes, they ſhall not thrive the better; how many ſuch 
are in the Woilc?like Gallio, and the loathſome Laodiceans, Neutrals, 
deceitful Workers, Prov. 26. 24, Cc. © He that hates,diſſembles with 
his Lips and lay eth up deceit within him, when he ſpeaks fair be- 
* lieve him not, for there are ſeven Abominations in his Heart, 
© whoſe hatred is covered by deceit, his Wickedneſ: ſhall be ſhew- 
* ed before the whole Congregation, How many double minded 
lelf- ſeek ing men, who have nimble Wits that wheels them about 
whatever way the Wind blows, to ſerve the Humor ofa time? and 
if there were as many changes in the ſpace of an annual courſe of 
the Sun, as there are points in the Compaſs, they could hit them all 
and comply with them all ; and however the lines are diſtant in the 
Circumference, they meet and center all in one point (Self) ſib to 
chat Viccar, who in all Changes had one principle to hold by his li- 
ving: And what ſhall Ifay to theſe unconcerned whether Zion 
ſink or ſwim, there is a ſad Wo denounced againſt them Amos 6. and 
-when Conſcience is awakened it will be a gnawing and bitting 

Worm. | | | | | 
& How,or wherein ſhall we ſhew our ſelves concerned for Zi- 
"on? R. (1.) Search out, and caſt out the Idols of jealouſie, the 
ſins that the Lord levels his ſtroaks at; the Achans of our Camp, 
that oft makes his People turn their back as men aſhamed, that are 
the ground of the Lord's controverſie, and Butt of his indignation, 
and makes our Heaven as Braſs, and our Earth as Iron; 1 mean it 
makes oar hearts hard as Iron, and witholds the breathings cf the 
Spirit; whether careleſneſs to be ſtated in Grace, failing in duties 
of our Stations and Relations, not keeping our bounds, unanſwe- 
n rableneſs 
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rableneſs to ſolemn Vews, not walking up to our Principles, not 
making his Glory the end of our Actions, leading a Luſt through 


our Duties and without Debate, deſpiſing the Goſpel is a chief pro- 


vocation- (2.) Be inſtant, wreſtling in prayer for Zion; Hexe 
was convinced, this was a conducible mean, and ſends a Meſſage 
to I/aiab to lift up à prayer for the remnant that is left, Iſai 37. 4. Pray- 
er gives the belt lift to God's Work, Luke 18. 7. Shall not God avenge 
bis own Ele&, who cry day and night unto bim. (1.) It was theLords 
Peoples way of old: David prays, Pſal. 51. 18. Do good in thy good 
pleaſure to Zion, build up the walls of thy Feruſalem, Neb, 1. 4. LI fac 
down and wept and mourned certain days, and faſted and prayed 
before the God of Heaven; ] It was Moſes and Exekie!'s way. (2.) 
TheLord commands it, Pſal. 122. 6. Pray for the peace of Jeruſa- 


| lem. ] Exel. 22, 30. He ſought for a man to make up the hedge and 
ſtand in the Gap. (3-) The Churches neceſſity craves it, J. 37. 


. [ This day is a day of trevble,and of rebuke, and of Blaſphemy.] 
U) The Lords intereſt in Zion requites it, the preciouſneſs of 
the intereſt : there is more in this bottom than in all the World be- 
ſide, P/al. 87. 2. The Lord loves the gates of Zion, better than all theDwel.- 
ling of Facob. (5.) Confider your own intereſt, if you be Chriſti. 
ans, regard the Mother that bare thee, and the Breaſts that gave 
thee ſuck. (6.) There is hazard if you fail herein, Eſt. 4. 14. Fur 
if thou altogether hold thy peace at gbis time, then shall there enlargement 
and deliverance ariſe to the Jews, from another place, but thou- and thy Fa- 
bers houſe shall be deſtroyed. (.) Conſider thine own advantage, P[al. 
122. 6, They sball proſper that love Feruſalem. 

Q. Why are not our Prayers as ſucceſsful as the Lords Peoples 
were of old? (I. They were more frequent in prayer, di 1. 
14. Theſe all continued with one accord in prayer and ſupplication. (2.) 
They were more fervent and importunat, P/al, 22. 5. Our Fathers 
cryed and were delivered, Pſal. 107: On all occaſions they cryed unto 
the Lord, Exod: 32: 10, 11: Moſes was importunat and ſought the Lord 
his God. (3.) They were more mournful in prayer, Hoſz 12. 4 Ja- 
cob wept and made ſupplication, 1 Sam. 2: . © All Iſrael lamented 
© after che Lord. (4:) They were more Self-denyed, P/al- 137. 5, 
© 6. Ik I forget thee O JECT let my right hand forget her cun- 


i ning 


„„ N 
ning. and my tongue cleave to the roof of my Mouth: (F.) Their 
prayers had more faith in them, Pſal. 22. 4, 5. Our Fathers truſied 
in thee, they truſted and thou didſ deliver them, they iruſted in thee and 


"were not confounded ; Alas | we are deficient in theſe, can we think 


to come ſpeed becaule of our ſins, P/al. 106. 43, 44. The Lord tells 
them of their provocations: Nevertheleſs he regarded their afflic- 
* tions, when he heard their cry. Jer. 5 f: 5. For Ifrael bath not been 
t forſaken, nor Judah of fis Gad, of the Lord of Hoſts': though 


their Land was filled with ſin againſt the holy. one of Iſrael: But 


what ſhall we pray for, on Zions behalf? Pray that the Lord would 
take away iniquity and receive us graciouſſy. Hole 14. a. That the Sal- 
vation of Tjrael may come out of Lian: P/a. 14. 2. That Jeruſalem 
© may be made the praiſe of the whole Earth, Iſai. 62. 7. That his 
* own arm may bring aboutSalvatiom 59.16; That he would give 
* paſtors to his Church according to his own heart: Jer. 3. 18. That 
he would cleanſe his Church of unworthy: Miniſters. Zech 13. 2. 
Who are Lanthorns without light, Breaſts without milk, Clouds 
without water, and Guides without eyes; who make people err, 
perverting their way, and gives ſtones. inſtead of bread; wo ſe- 
parat not betwixt the precious and the vile, are bad examples to 
the flock, who ſay and do not, infecting more by their example, 
than they cure by their pains, who take the fleece and ſtarve the 
Flock. Pray that no weapsn formed against. Zion, may preſper. Iſai 44. 


16. Pſa: 68. 1. That God woul® ariſe, and ſcatter. bis Enrmite, 


that they who hate him may flee before. bim: Pi. 5 F. 9. . P/ 9 


* 
. 


157. That they may ſink in the Pit they have. made, and be tuen im 


obeir un net, and that GOD would awaken their Conſciences. 


Pray that his Kindom may come, that we may enjoy Peace and 


Truth, and Peace with Truth, for there is no true Peace without 
Truth: Pray that God would bleſs this Aſſembly. Great is the 
power of Prayer. John 15. J. [If ye abide in me, and my words abide: 
in you, ye ſhall ask what ye will, and it ſhall be done unte you: ] 
Queen Mary feared more the Prayers. of Fohn Knox, than an Army 
of Ten Thouſand Men: There is a kind of Omnipotency in it, 
Te hath looſed iron Chains, Ad 16. 244 25. It hath opened the 
gates of Iron, Ad, 12.10. It hath unlocked the Windows of Hea- 
1 ven 


- 


ven, 1 Kings 38. 4% It hachibrokenthe Barrs of Death, John 17. 
41, 42. The preateſt malice of Hamm ſinks before the Prayer of 


Ejth r 4 and . The deepeſt policy of Abitophel withers before the 
Prayer of David, 2 Sam 15. zi. The greateſt Army, a thoufand 
thouſand Ethlopians runs before Aſas Prayer. 2 Chron. 14. 11, G . 


3. Maniain Truſt and Confidence in GOD as in the Text, God 


has promiſed uch in behalf of Zion. Zech. 12+ 2, 3. Bebolil 1 
will v Jeruſalem. &'cap of ²trembliig uno all the people rod about,” 


hen they fhnl be in ib Siege againſt Judah and Jeruſalem: And in ibat 


dry will I make Jeruſalem a burdenſomeStone for ell people, all that burden 


themſelves withit, ſhall breut in pieces, thong h all the people of the Earth 


be gat here get ber ag ainſt . Cech 13. 2. Says the Lord of Hoſts,” 
I: will cat he name, of the Wols out of the” Land, andthey pull no more 
be rem mbred, Malſo I will cauſe the Prophets and the ancleuꝶm Spirit to pals. 
out of the Lando Iſa 4 Every Tongue that” riſes againſt Zion. 
will he condemn; ] he will break Zions Enemies; has he not broken 
Pharaohs. Saul, Human, Hero the four Mofarchies that made War 
with the Kingdom of Chriſt," Dian z. (Aſthougr ne Nation or 
particular Church hath! & par ticblar- Promiſe; that they ſhall got be 


unchurcheds yet we think Ninnmantl relaui Has a ſpecial Claim. 


to Shriſt, Pelzig, They are among the ends of the earth given to him 


for a poſſeſſion, Pf. y. r. They are among the Hes that are allowed 


to rejoyce, that the Lord Reigus, and more eſpecially Scotland, no 


Church ſince the days of aricient rat more ſolemny engaged to 
GOD zend me Favoured by Him: For the Church univerfal Chriſt 


has puſt his wörd, the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it, Mar. 


16. 18. What comfort is here, they who hate Zion ſhall be turned 


Backward, Pſ. 129. 5. The Lord hath ſaid it, and will perform it, he 


, E, and none ſhall let it; II. 43. 30. They who hate him 
{hall flee before him, P/. 68. 1. P/ 55. 7. Behold they belſh out 


with their Mouth} - Swords are ih their Lips; for who (ſay they) 
doth hear, P/. 35. 20. They imagine deceitful words againſ# the quiet 


of the Lawd, Pf, 64.5. They enronruge themſelves in an evil matter, 


they commune of laying Snares privily, they (ay who ſhall ſee them, PI. 7. 
14. They conceive miſchief ſhall bring furib & Lie, Pl. 102. 20. He 


will bear the gronnings of his Priſons, Pf, 110. 2. "He rules in — | 
9 | 3 widit 
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( 30 ) x. 
midſ of bis Enemies. Numb. 23. 23. There is no Inchantme nts a- 
gairſt Fatob, nor Divination againſt Jrael. F 


4. Intertain Zeal tempered with prudence, Courage, Reſoluti- 


on, and be ſtedfaſt in Zions Concerns, be not aſhamed of them, 
lay out your ſelves as you are called in your Sphere and Station: I 


am not for Mens ſtreatching beyond their Sphere,but Philip. 1, 28. 
Be in nothing terrified for Adverſaries, Pl. 27.14. Be ef good Courage, 
and the Lord will ſtrengthen thine heart... 1 Cor. 13. 16. Stand faſt, 
guite you like men, be ſtrong, Jude 3. Eontend for the Faith, Ma- 
giſtrats and Miniſters eſpecially ſhould fear none but their Maſter, 


and nothing but Sin and Unfaithfulneſs, not the faces of men, Ads 
17.6. Pauls Spirit was ſtirred when he ſaw the City given to Ido- 


latry, he would. not give place for an hour, Gal. 2. fo Moſer 
would not quite a hoove, Exod. 10. 26. Neb. 4. 15, and 6, 11. 
* Shall 1 not go forward and build the Walls, ſhall ſuch a Man as I 
_* flee? Moſes feared not the wrath of the King, Heb. 11, 27. Dan. 


3. The three Children tempted to worſhip the graven Image, ſaid, 
O NebuchadnEFzar, we are not careful to anſwer thee in this matter, our 
God whom we ſerve is able to delivet us, 2 Sam. 10. 12. Joab ſayes, 
© be of good Courage, let us play the Men for our People and the 
Citys of our God; How oft does the Lord cry hold faſt, ſtand faſt, 
be not faſt and louſe in his matters, be not beguiled ( Apoſtacy 
faith one wants not Buskings and trim Conceits _) Prov, 10, 29, 


The way of the Lord is ſtrength to the upright : The Apoſtles when diſ- 


charged to preach in the Name of Jeſus, reſolved to obey God and 


not Man, and Paul Acts 20. and 21, ſaid, he was not only ready 


to be bound, bur to die at Jeruſalem for the Name of Jeſus, La- 
tber being to go to aCouncil,where the Emperor was preſent. about 


Matters of the Church, ſome diſſwaded him, becauſe Danger 


might occur: He anſwered. if there were as many Devils as there 
were Tyle on their Houſes, I will go before the Emperor to Mor- 
row, and declare the Truth, _ 

There is great reaſon on Zions account to be Zealous and Cou- 


ragious, GOD is on Zion's ſide, * who is wiſe in heart and; migh- 


ty in ſtrength. Job 9. 4. and he is true and faithful, Lew, 3. 23. 
P/, 46; 1. 4 preſent beip in trouble, Would ye be Zealous and ay 
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ſtant, watch and lean not to your ſelves, nor to the Arm of Fleſh, 


but to our great Lord and Maſter, Rem 11: 20. be not high minded 


but fear, 1. Cor. 10. 12, Let bim that flandeth take heed leſt be fall, Te 
is the Lord [who keeps the Feet of his Saints, ] 1 Sam. 2. 9. 
There were two in Queen Mary's time to ſuffer Martyrdoom, the 
one ſtill fearing&complaining of himſelf, the other ſtoutly bragging, 
this man ſuccumbed, the other endured the Flame. 5 
F. Study Unity in the Lord, that is our ſtrength, Diviſion thræa- 
tem ruine; *. If ye bite and devotir one another, take heed that ye 
be not conſumed one of another: Gal. 5. 15. It ſtrengthens the 
hands of Enemies, weakens the hands of Friends, keep unitie and 
Love which is pleaſant: Good Nehemiah when they were build 
ing the Walls, keept them in ſuch Unity, that theſe who were 
building, built with one hand, andheld a Weapon in the other, 
ready at the ſound of the Trumpet. I charge you all Chriſtians, 
eſpecially Minifters, in the Name of the eternal GOD, that ye be 
not divided: If tne Presbyterian Miniſters of Scotland keepone,ho- 
neſt and wiſe, we need not fear all the Heights and Brags of Ene- 
mies: Wo will be to them that breaks the Fold and offends: Mat. 
18, 7. It has been knave Miniſters ſtarting out at a fide, that has 
been the wrack of the church of Scotland firft and laſt: If ye be 
one, with one Heart and Tongue, and one Hand, the Lord ſhall 
be with you, and I hope we ſhall be one day together where De- 
vils nor Men cannot trouble us: Union and Peace is fo beautiful 
and conducive to Zions Wellfate, that wiſe men who diſcern time 
and judgement, would be very ſolicitous to preſerve it, and (when 
Truth ſuffers not) will be very cautious and adviſed in all their 
Motions, that they may ſhun every thing, and vent nothing under 
whatſoever colour or pretence, that may give the leaſt Umbrage to 
Zions Unfriends to ſuſpect a Breach, which they long and wait 
for, and would make advantage of, 
1 would exhort you to hold faſt that no man take your Crown, 
1. Adhere to the purity of Doctrine, the faithful Word as ye babe 
been taught Tit, 1. 9. the form of ſound Words, 2 Tim. 1. 13. Prov. 
23: buy the Truth and ſell it not. 2. Hold faſt the purity and 
| ſpiritualityof Worſhip, that it bo not polluted and you be deadned - 
the 


— — 


The exerciſe of it, Jobs 4. 24+ 3. Hold faſt the purity of the Sa- 
craments, taking no corrupt. Addition of Papiſt ical Baſtard Sacra. 
ments; every Addition is a Corruption; and in the Adminiſtration, 
we fhould ſtand for the purity of them, countenancing nothin g 


that is defileing, 1 Cer, 11. 24, 4. Stand faſt ta the purity of Go- 


vernment, for exactneis and imparti lity of Diſcipline, Churches 
have been commended or reprehended according to their ſtrickneſs 
or louſeneſs therein, Revel. 1 1 © whe * 

I Judge my. ſelf concerned to ãnſiſt ſometime upon the Govern- 
ment of our Zion, my Reaſom is, becaufe Enemies are now aloft 


wich pretended hopes, That they ruſh with more infolence 01 ir- 


regular-Courſes and Motions than ever, which we hope the wif. 


dom of the Government will cruſh, and could never be allowed in 


a well governed State, or a well conſtitute Church; They would 
creat Jealouſies in the Minds of People, of the Queens Maſeſties in- 
tentions; but it is not our part to entertain them, having ſo oft 


repeated Aſſurances of Her Royal Reſolution to maintain and pre- 
ſerve the prefent Presbyterian Church Government. | 


1. As to the Government of the Church, it is not a thing indif. 


ferent, a Punctilio, a Circumſtance, nor is it at Mans Arbitriment; 


That is a great Miſtake and a Reflection on Chriſt, as it he were an 
imperfect Head and Law-giver, and more unfaithſul than Moſes 
Heb. 3. 6. Is it a thing indifferent whether à Garden be fenced with 


a Stone - wall or Mud wall? which of them beſt keeps out the wild 


Boar that would corrupt both Doctrine and Manners, It has been 
obſerved that Plant of Prelacy never took wich our Soil, Propha- 
nity and Errour following it always as a Shaddow. What a Plc od - 
gate of Prophanity was opened at the Introduction of Prelacy is 


known and not ſhut to this day : For Errour it is known, That 
many of the Epiſcopal Clergie, and ſome, not of the meaneſt in e- 


ſteem, were tainted with Arminianiſm is well known. ; There was 


in anno 1674 one Mr. Urqubart who was incumbent at the Kirk of 
Cramarty, {ent from his Charge to attend the Breeding of his Pa- 
trons Son here (ye may judge what a wholſume Tutor and Gover- 


nour he was ) choſen out to eſſay the affronting of the Primar of 


Edinburgb a Learned Man and ſound in Doctrine; who had often 


ſeye- 


(33) | | 
ſeverely reflected on Arminians and other erroneous perſons 3 this 
impudent Youth undertakes it to preach in his pulpit ; The Pri- 
mar his Collegue told him, there was one to preach for him, he de- 


18 | fired he might preach that Forenoon, many hearing of it went to 
0 that Kirk, where he vented very groſs and erroneous Doctrine bor- 
jes deripg with Blaſphemy, many could endure to hear him no more, 
eſs and went out of the Church; The Primar in the Afternoon re- 

; futed him ſmartly from his own Text, and ſhewed how unworthy. 
n- he was to mount a pulpit who could not define Faith ; In ſtead 
ft ef a Reprimand, he was carreſſed: few knows what his Exit 
[= Was. | | 
7Þ The Government of the Church it's not a Light Matter; It is 
in an Ordinance of God, a part of the Ford, and concerns the Royal 
id | Diadem of Chriſt .: The Queſtion is if Chriſt have a Kingdom of 
n- His own diſtin& from the Kingdoms of this World? If He ſhall 
ft have his own Laws, Office- bearers, Courts and Cenſures ac- 
e. cording to his Will in his Word? Or if all be left to theſe in the 
: Civil Government to appoint what Laws and Courts they pleaſe in 
1. His Houſe. So it is a point about His Kingdom, a Doctrine worth 
* the ſuffering for, and many has ſuffered for; Chriſt avowed it 
Mt before Pontius Pilate, That he had a Kingdom in the World, tho 
7] not of the World, he was a Martyr for it, it was his Dittav on the 
Hh Croſs, JESUS OF NAZARETH KING OF THE JEW: The 
d Government is ſo of Divine Right, that we can make no Compo 
N ſition with Men about it: Chriſt has not left the carving of 
1 Church Matters to be ſubject to the ſuffrage of Men; We hold 
1 * Plurality and Univerſality no ſound note of the Church. If matters 
is ot Religion were ſubject to the ſuffrage of Men, then the Religian 
t of Europe ſhould be Popery, and the Religion of the whole World 
v Paganiſm and Heatheniſm,and true Religion ſhould be voted out 
8 of the World. The Affairs of Chriſts Kingdom muſt not be mould - 
f ed by carnal policy, of which { Livy) ſays well, Carnal policies 
- are in their Contrivement pleaſant, in their Management difficult, 
8 in their iflue ſad to them that uſe them, and will leave them with 
1 that ſad Lamentation of that great policician Tu/ly,whole policy had 
, keeped him in place and Honour in time of ſeveral Emperours; yet 
5 at his end cryed out, O me 9 & nunquam beatum, miſerable : 

| 4 an 


of God ſhould be ſubject to Reaſons of State; who yield to what may 


be "EW 34 ) IE 5 
and never happy 3 Its a wicked Maxim that all the Laws and things 


Injure Chriſts intereſts, may be brought to the Fools Repentance, non 
putaram, | neuer thought it would come to this. ie 1251 
2. The Scripture holds out a diſtinction between Eccleſiaſtical 
and civil power. 2 Cron. 19. 11. Jebosbaphat ſays: Behold Amari 
* the chief Prieſt is over you in all matters of the Lord: and Ze ba- 
© diah the Son of Bbmaei, the Ruler of the houſe of Judah for all the 
Kings matters: Alſo the Levites ſhall be Officers before you; deal 
© couragicuſly and the Lord ſhall be with the good. Chriſt con- 
demns Church-men, uſurping the Civil power, and forbids them 
to meddle in Civil things, which we may underſtand from Luke 12: 
131 14: I hope we ſhall not be found faulty herein: He alſo con- 
demns States-men ufurping Church power: Saul and Uzziah ſmart- 
ed for their meddling,tho* the Civil Magiſtrat has no power of diſ- 
penſing of Sacraments, and of the Keyes: yet he hath authority, 
and it is his Duty to take care, that Unity and Peace be preſerved. 
in the Church, and the Truth ot God keeped pure and intire: that 


all Blaſphemies and Hereſies be ſuppreſt (he being cuſtos utriuſque tan 


1 


bale ) that all corruptions and abhuſes in Worſhip and Diſcipline be 
prevented and reformed ; all Ordinances of God duely ſettled, ad- 
miniſtrat and obſerved : For better effectuating whereof, he hath 


power to call Synods, to be preſent at them, to provide that what« 


ever is tranſacted in them be according to the Word of God, If 
a Church-judicatory ſhould conclude a point of injuſtice, the Magi- 
ſtrats may give reaſons to the contrary, and order the reſ:min 

of the matter, and taking it to ſecond thoughts te reſcind their 
own Act. Yea, if a Church were corrupted, Judicatories and all 
wrong, that they would do nothing: In that caſe he may lay ſuch 
Judicatories aſide, and reform by his own power, as did Je/iab 2 
Kings 23: and others: but theſe extraordinary caſes are not to be 
made ordinary Rules, Chriſt will net deny Ceſar his due, nor will 


_ Chriſt want his own, nor endure the pairing of the Priviledges of 


his Church, nor the ſtraining her in the uſe of her power, which 
bleſſed be God is given in Scripturc, and was exerciſed three hun- 
dred ycars before there was a Chriſtian Magiftrat to own her: 


ee 

And which power Church- Officers muſt uſe when Magiſtrats are 
Enemies, tha they ſhould offend, and may uſe when Magiſtrats are 
Friends and will not offend : It's true there is reaſon to acquaint 
them with ſuch occaſions, We grant God has given Magiſtrats a 
cumulative power to help theChurch,but not a privative power to 
hurt the Church and deprive her of her due: Kings and Queens 
ſhould be nurſing Fathers and Mothers to encourage, not ſtep- Fathers 
and ſtep-Mothers to dwang the Church. We alſo acknowledge, 
God has given them a puniſhingCoercive power, by which we affirm 
contrair toPapiſts, (I.) That all the perſons oſChutch-men and their 
Goods are lyable to the Civil Magiſtrat in things Civil. Rom, 13+ 
1. (2.) If a Church-man ſhould commit a Civil Crime, the Magi- 
ſtrat by his own power may puniſh him, as Selomon did Abiathar: 
By this power alſo, Magiſtrats may and ought to urge the obſerving 
of Church-Laws, and puniſh Contemners. 

3. The Government that we own, Chriſt the alone King and 
head of his Church, hath left a ſchem and formof it, for puniſhing 
Scandals, inflicting Church. Cenſures and making Church-Canens, 
and has not left it in the Arbitriment of men, to alter er come & 
go on it, no mans will being the ſtandard of it: Moſes might not 
alter a pin from the pattern ſhewed in the Mount, Exod: 25: 9: The 
leaſt pinof the ark of the Teſtimony is fer down, and has its on 
name, the Snuffers, the Candleſticks: &c:In the old Teſtament there 
was a Church Government. diſtinct from that of the State: the 
ſame reaſons abide for one in the New T. the end of 
Church Government is ſpiritual» the perfecting of Saints, and edify- 
ing the body of Chriſt: Eph: 4.12.For circumſtances of Government, 
General Rules managed with prudence are ſufficient : For ſub- 
ſtantials the Scripture is clear which nonecan alter, There be theſe 
five expreſly ſet down, (1:) Church- Officers as ye have them di: 
ſtinguiſhed, PASTORS, TEACHERS, ELDERS and DEACONS, 
Eph. 4. IT. 1 Theſſ, 5.12. 1 Tim. 5. 17. Ads, 6. Oc: And nota 
Lord-Prelate mentioned among them all. (2.) Chuich- Courts and 
Judicatories; Matth. 18: 16s 18, Tel the Church, the Apoſtles were 
Members ofic, it was no Civil-Court, (3.) Subordination of leſſ- 


er Judicatories to greater, As 15. They came from Antioch to a 
| 3 | more 
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more General Council at Feruſalem; for decifion of a matter, (4.) 
We have the order of procedure in relation to cenſure, Matth. 18. 
16. Ce. Firfl, Private admonition, then more publick cenſure. (5. 
The natural kind of theſe cenſures, Which is not bodily, as taking 
away the life or Goods, but ſpiritual as admonition, reproof, &. 
Now there is a charge given to obſerve all theſe things invio'abte, 
until Chriſts ſecond coming: 1 Tim. F. 21. 1 Tim. 6. 14. We muſt 
ſay that Scors ſoil could never agree with Prelatick or Eraſtian Do- 
mination. This Government was owned by Ambaſſadors from 
moſt of the reformed Churches of Europe at the Synod of Dort and 
ſubſcribed by them all ſave two, and was ſolemnly ſworn to by per. 
fons of all ranks in this Nation above an hundred years ago, and is 
moſt adap:ed to the ends of an eſtablithed Miniſtry, to edify Souls, 
to advance piety and vertue, and guard againſt vice and error. Eph, 
4. 11. i2. And keeps Ordinances beft from pollution, and thechureh 
from infection. | : be + 
4. This Government inſtituted by Chriſt, we received withChri- 
ſtianity it ſelf, and in a ſpecial manner with our firſt Reformation 
from antichriſtian Darkneſs* It was inlaid in our Reformation, 
as is evident f om Acts of Parliament, Books of Diſcipline, and the 
Acts of all our Church Aſſemblies, and the whole adminiſtration of 
our Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, under which fo many Abules both inChurch 
and State were happily removed, and ſo much of the putity and 
plenty of Goſpel Ordinances with moſt wonderful ſucceſs eſtabliſh- 
ed. Ob tj is Government one ſays well, Here is a ſuperiority with- 
out tyrrany, no Miniſter has a Monarchial Juriſdiction over his 
own Flock, far leſs over other Paſtors or Congregations; Here is 
parity without confuſion or diſorder, for the Paſtors are in order 
before the Elders, the Elders before the Deacons; Every parti- 
cular Church ſubordinar te the presbytrie, that to the Synod, and 
the Synod to the General Aſſembly ; one Paſtor may have priority 
of eſteem before another for Age,Zeal, Gifts. and good delervings. 
of the Church, each honouring him whom God - hath honoured, 
and as he bears the Image of God, which was to be ſeen among 
the Apoſtles themſelyes ; but none hath preheminencie of Title, 
power or JuriſdiQion over others ;there being no diſparity of power 
5 | among 


Gods ſake, hold faſt theſe two together, 


ber that if one be loſt, the other cannot long remain As Bilhops | 
| 5 | brought - 


£: 37.) 
among Minifters by Chriſts 2 of power to them no man can 
make this diſparity by ſetting one over the reſt, neither can they- 
devolve their power on one of themſelves 3 For Chriſt hath given 
no ſuch warrand-to men to diſpoſe of his Ordinances as they fee 
fit, and this power being delegat by him to them, they cannot fo 
commit it to another to exerciſe. it for them, as to deprive them- 
ſelves of ic. Alſo it not beinga licence only, but a Truſt, of which 
they muſt give account, they muſt perform the work by themſelves 
as they will be anſwerable. "EE 

I ſhall adduce ſome Teſtimonies for the Churchof Scotland, which 
ye will find in a little Book; Intituled. The Government and Order 
of the Church of Scotland, Printed in Edinburgh in anno 1641, and re- 
printed there by the Society of Stationers, for George Moſſman in 
anno 1690, I wiſh every Miniſter in Scotland had one of them, It 
wasdone by the pains of a generous Engliſh Gentleman, who was 
very inquiſitive into the Order and Conſtitution of our Church, 
who tells he was ſtrongly drawn to the likeing of this Church, by 
the Teſtimonies given to the Reformation thereof by ſome molt 
famous Witneſſes which he relates, (and which I hall give a faith- 
ful and more full Account of ( becauſe ſome queſtion the few in- 
ſtances Idelivered ) The firſt is, of that worthy Scoriſh Martyr 
Ar. George Wiſhart. [ This Realm ſhall be illuminated with the 
Light of Chriſts Goſpel, as clearly as ever was a Realm fince the 
days of the Apoſtles. The Houſe of GOD ſhall be builded in 
it, yea it ſhall not lack ( whatſoever the Enemy imagine to the 
contrary ) the very Top- ſtone; the glory of GOD (hall evidently 
appear, and ſhall once triumph in deſpite of Satan: But alas, if 
che People ſhall be after unthankful, then fearful and terrible (hall 
the Plagues be that after ſhall follow, HF, of the Church of Sc: + 
land, pag. 108.]. : _ I 2 

A Second of Beza, after he had viſite Scotland, writing td Jobn 
Rn ox, Epiſt. 79. [ This is a great gift of GOD, that you have brought 
into Scotland together, pure Religion and good Order, which is the 


Bond to hold faſt the Doctrine. I een and beſeech for 
o that you may remem- 
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brought furth Popery, fo falſe Biſhops the Relicts of Popery ſhall 
bring into the World Epicuriſm. Whoſoever would have the Church 
ſafe, let them beware of this Peſt. And ſeing you have timely dif 
_ patched it in Scetland I beſeech you never admit it again, albeit it 

flatter with ſhew of the preſervation of Unity, which hath deceiv- 
ed many of the beſt of che Ancients ] £0 ; | 
A 34. Is of the Body of the Confeffion of Faith. pag. 6, [ It is 
the rare priviledge of the Church of Scotland before many in which 
reſpe& her Name is famous, even among Strangers, that about the 
ſpace of fifty four years without Schiſm, let be Hereſie, ſhe hath 
kept and holden faft Unity, with purity of Doctrine. The greats 
eſt help of this Unity through the mercy of GOD, was, that with 
the Doctrine, the diſcipline of Chriſt and the Apoſtles, as it is pre- 
ſcribed in the word of God, was by little and little together recei- 
ved, and according to that Diſcipline ſo near as might be, the 
whole Government of the Church is diſpoſed, by this means all 
the Seeds of Schiſms and Errors, fo ſoon as they begin to bug, 
and ſhew themſelves inthe very breeding and birth, were ſmuthe.- 

red and rooted out. The Lord' God out of his infinit Goodneſs 
grant unto the Kings moſt gracious Majeſty, to all the Rulers of 
the Church, to the powers that are the Nurſers of the Church: that 
according to the Word of God, they may keep perpetually that U. 

%%% - 
4. Is that of King James the ſixth, ( Baſil, Dor, ts the 
Reader) The Religion profeſſed in this Eountrey, where- 

in I was brought up, and ever made profeſſion of, and 

wiſhes my Son ever to continue inthe ſame, as the only true Form 
of Gods Worſhip, Oc. I do equally love, and honour the Learned 
and grave Men of either of thzfe Opinions, that like better of the 
ſingle Form of Policy in our Church, than of the many Ceremonies 

of the Church ofEagland & I exhort my Son to be beneficial to the 
good men of the Miniſtry, praiſing God that there is preſently a 

ſuffieient Number of good Aen of them in this Kingdom, and yet 
| are they all known to be againſt the form of the Enplish Ch urch. J 
And in the Aſſembly 1590: His Majeſty praifed God, For that be 
was barn to be a King in the ſmcereſt Church in the World, where Religion 
was moſt ſoundly and ſincerely profeſſed, ( Before his Majeſty went to 
England 


>. 


| .- 8 3 LE 
England, It has been oft heard what was his Verdict of the Exglisb 


j Service. As alſo when he was ſettled in England, what was his 
T Anſwer to the Biſnop of Bath, when he enquired how it came to 
„ paſs, that there were not Errors and Hereſies in the Church of 
t Scotland wherewith their Church was plagued : He laid, the Or- 


der and Government of that Church, was ſuch as guarded againſt 
all theſe: for foſoon as any Error appeared, the Kirk-feflion took 
nottice of it, il it was too hard for them: it cametothe-preeby= _, 
try, and from that to the Synod, and at laſt to the General Aſſetub- 
ly, and nothing could eſcape them.) „ e 
5. Brightman, our own Countrey- man joyneth the Churches of Hel- 
vetia, Swe via, Geneva, France Holland and Scotland, all together into one 
Church for the Counter · pain of the: Church of Philadelphia, ¶ Becauſe 
ſaith he, they almoſt live by one and the ſame Laws. and manner of 
Government, as touching any matter of moment; neither doth 
the diſtance of place break off that Society, which the conjoyning 
of mind and Good-will coupleth together.] Having thus joyned 
them into one Church, he ſubjoyneth concerning it. ¶ Loath 
would I be to proveck any man to enyy, or ta grieve him with my 
words; yet this Imuſt fay, there is no place where the Doctrine 
ſoundeth more purely, the worſhipof God is exerciſed more uncor- 
ruptly ; where more faichfulDiligence of thePaſtors doth flouriſh, 
or more free and willing obedience is givenby the people, nor yet 
where there is greater reverencing of the whole Religion among 
all Orders. And afterwards faich, neither doth it only keep the 
Doctrine of Salvation free from corruption + but it doth alſo both 
deliver in writing, and the exerciſe in practice that ſincere man- 
ner of Government, whereby men are made partakers of Salvation: 
This in his Commentary on the Revel. C: 3: v. 711 1 
6. To theſe may be added, what upon the one hand is ſaid by 
theſe of the ſeparation in their firſt Petition to K. James, inſert in ' 
their Apologie to the Doctors of Oxford: [ We are willing and ready 
to ſubſcribe to theſegrounds ofReligionpublilbed in the confeſsĩon of 
Faith made by the Church of Scetland,* hoping in the unity of 
| the ſame faith to be ſaved by Jeſus Chriſt, being alſo like minded 
for, and withother reformedChurches inpoints of ang : 
| * 
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And upon the other hand, that the meeting of Miniſters for in- 
terpreting Scriptute, I unto their presbytries were allowed by 
ARUNDEL, HUFTON and MATTHEW, three Arch. Biſhops in 
England, and proved very profitable in the Norrhern parts for en- 
creaſe of Knowledge both in Miniſters and people. 

But all theſe ( faith that Gentle man) and che like Teſtimonies 
were to me but like the ſaying of the Woman of Samaria to her 
Countrey men; till I did more fully underſtand the conſtitution 
and order of that Church; then did I believe, not becauſe of their 


Teſtimonies, but b=cauſe Idid ſee and know, and fiom that which 


I have ſeen and do now know. | When I have walked and gone 
round about that Church, when. I have told the Towers thereof, 
marked well her Bulwarks, and conſidered her Palaces, ] I may 


without offence affirm three: things. | (1-) That God hath not 


dealt {o with every Nation.] If envy would permit, I might ſay, 
any Nation, as he hath dealt wich them, whereof no cauſe can be 


given but his own good pleaſure. He ſheweth mercy, and maketh 
the Sun to ſhine on whom and where he will, and of him, and 


through him, and far him are all things. | 
2. It is no wonder tho that Nation ſtand to the defence of their 


Reformation: Had the Lord been pleaſed. to bleſsus with the like at 
the time of our Reformation, we would not have been ſo unwiſe 
as to make exchange of it with prelacy, we would have forſaken all 
things rather than to haye forſaken it. Its more ſtrange 
that any ſhould have been found amongſt them at any time, 
to ſpeak or do againſt their own Church. For faith Cicero, 
Off. J. 1. [ But after you have with your reaſon and mind, 
made a general ſurvey of all Societies, there is none more grave, 
more dear. than that which each one of us hath with his Countrey : 
parents are dear, Children, Friends, Familiars are dear: But our 
Native-Countrey alone taketh all theſe within their compaſs : for 
which,what good man will doubtto dy, could his death ſerve her 


for good, So much the more deteſtable is their barbarity, who hath 
wich all kind of wickedneſs rent aſunder their nativeCountrey, and 


both are and have been exercifed in overcurning her frem the very 
foundation. } If a Patriot ſpeak fo of his Gountrey, a Citizen ſo of 
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bis Republick, what ſhould the Chriſtian, Born, Baptized and 

Bred in Scotland think and ſay, if he have been born there, not 

only to this mortal, but to that immortal and everlaſting Lite. 

No Children on Earth have better Reaſon to ſay, we ere not 
aſham'd of our Mother, and it were to be wiſhed that the ſay. 
ing were reciprocally true. ; 
3. Having the Pattern of all the reformed Churches before 
us, and this Example ſo near unto us, what need we to ſtand 
amazed, as not knowing what to chooſe ?Toabide that which 
vue have been, is neither profitable nor poſſiblezto conjoyn the 
two in one, is but the mixture of Iron and Clay, and muſt 
needs make the Diſtemper greater; It were well for us (and 
no other thing well for us can I ſee ) that laying aſide our 
| high conceit of our ſelves, and the low eſteem of other refor- 
med Churches, we would reſolve to follow them as they follow 
Chriſt, and not to deſpiſe the Governmenr of Chriſt, becauſc 
they ſeem but to be Mole- bills: But to conform to them be- 
cauſe they are conformed to Chriſt, and to the Pattern ſhewed in 
the Mount. What R eciprocation of giving and receiving in 
matters of Religion, hath been between this and the Scor;/h 
Nation, may be known by the words of Beda, but ſpeak ng 
according to his own Idiom according to the grounds of Po- 
pery, Ecclefiaſfl: Gentis Angl: L. 5. C. 23. not long af er the 
Monks of the Scottiſh Nation who lived in the Wand Fj, with 
the Monaſteries under their power, were brought into the rite 
of obſerving CEaſter and of ſhaven Crowns, the Lord bringing 
it ſo to paſs ( he ſhould have aſcribed it unto anotherSpirit ) which 
certainly was done by the marvelous Diſpenſation of Divine 
Mercy, becauſe that Nation who had the Science of Divine 
Knowledge, did willingly and without envy communicate the 
ſame to the people of England; that the ſame Nation afterwards 
| i ſhould 


ſhould by the N. of the Eng/i/batcain unto the perfe Ry 
Bae n chk chings Shih they Bad not belek 


I did not intend to have enlatged ſo much on what that wor 
thy Gentleman relates, but that I know it may be profitable to 
d thit gre unprejudiced, and the Book is in few Folks 
hands. eh ws apt! 5 Ee RIDER 

I ſhall nowbut add twoTeſtimoniesamong manyaf our own 
Countreymen) t. That of David Fergiſon who was an Actor, and 
jaw all the progreſs of the Reformation of thisKirk; And albeit 
he was not graduat in a Colledge, yet God ſo wrought with 
hiw, that being placed in a very idelatrous and ſuperſtitious 
part of the Countrey to be their Miniſter, by the power of 
Gods Word, which he preached both with boldneſs and holi- 
"neſs, he brought that people to a very good Order, Knowledge 
of the Truth, and Obedience to the Diſcipline of the Kirk, he 
compared the erecting of giſhops in this Kirk to that Trojan Horſe 
for when it was asked of him what his Opinion was of giving 
Kirk men vote in Parliament, ſeing it would vindicate the Kirk 
from Contempt and Poverty, and ſo that would be a great be- 
nefit to Presdytery, he anſwered, I grant indeed it was a fair 
Horſe that came in to Troy, but there was C his own Words) 
meikle blathery in his Belly which the Trajans law not. 

The 24 ls that of Mr. Robert Rollock a faithful Servant of 

God, a very Learned, Holy, Modeſt Man, Principal of Edin- 
burgb Colledge, evidently declares, in that worthy Commenta- 
ry upon the Epheſiaxs, highly, commended by the moſt famous 
Theologues in this part of the World, That the Eſtate of Bi- 
ſhops as they are Lords over their Brethren, are to be condem- 
ned. And from Cap. 4. v. 11, he proves Paſtors and Bi- 
ſhops to be allone. LEE KTK 

5. I return to a fifth Conſideration concerning our Govern- 
ment of the Church which continued a conſiderable time po 

r 
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Aion delegate from the Church, only uſed in caſe of neteffity 
to take care of the Affairs of Religion, and to overſee thofe 
that could do little more than read the Word publickly; there 
being few qualified men to ſupply Churches zbut that is no War- 
randfor bringing qualified Miniſtets under thatſubjection in a con- 
ſtitute Church, where there area competent numbet'ofMinifters, 
tho theſe had no Superior Order to that of common Presbyters, 
yet being found to aſſume too much, were laid aſide, as neither 
neceſſary nor convenient. 2. Then were im poſed the Talchan 
or meer nominal Biſhops, who by fimoniatal Contracts allow. 
ed the great men to enjoy the Revenues of the Church, they 
having ſomething more than ordinary power and allowance, 
they being found intollerable were ſent a packing. 3. Then as 
nother fort who wete to fit in Parliament to take care of the 
Affairs of the Church, being found Tools 'to'overturn Church 


and Slate were alſo caſnired. z. Then were tifþed conſtant Me- 


derators, witli Oaths and Aﬀeverations that they had no deſign 
to bring inthe Exgliſp Prelacy, theſe were found highly incon- 
venient, and by all means to be ſhuned, as incroaching upon 
the Churches power, and fatal & conſtant Examples in the firſt 


and latter Ages of the Chuich, together with the Inclinations 


of men to Uſurpation, ſhewed that, to have ſo violent a Ten- 
dency to Lordly PrelacyC rarely it fails of that bad effect) theſe 
were to pave the way to the firſt Edition of Proteſtant Lord 


Biſhops, and what advances they made, to make us Slaves and 


he, Scotland” had dfurit im a desp prejudice againſt every thing 
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that ſavoured of Popery, which the Biſhops judged: was too 
high, therefore endeavoured in Sermons and Diſcourſes to lel- 
ſen the Prejudice,and molifie the Opinion of Papiſts. (2.) They 
and their Adherents, did opeply and Zealouſſy defend Armi- 
„an Tenets, and undertook to beat down the Opinion of the 
Morality of the Sabbath, and expreſſed by their Practice the 
neglect of that Day, and declared their Zeal tor the Liturgy 
and Ergli:h Ceremonies, ( 3. ) The Nobility were offended, 
th:t the Kings favours were diſtribute by their Recommenda*+ 
tion, they were on all Affairs, Lords ot Council and Exchequer, 
and Arch-biſhop Sporſwood made Chancellor, and another faic- 
for Lord Theſaurer. ( 4. ) High Pretenſions to Tythes and 
{mpropriations, o get the ſtate of Abbots with all their Re» 
vennes and Pawerreſtored to the Church, and to have ha'f of 
the Judges Church. men. 5. They were hateful to the Mini-. 
ſtry tor their unſupportable Pride, and Simoniacal Pactions 
with their Servants, and exacting new Oaths to obey the Ar- 
ticles ot Perth, and to ſubmit to the Liturgy and Canons; ma- 
king Inrods on Miniſters Juriſdictions, and were moſt rigor- 
ous to the beſt, leaving their Dioceſſes to wait on Court and 
Council. 6. it hightned all, their adviſing the King to intro. 
duce Innovatiens by his own Authority. 7. A Liturgy drawn 
for Scotland more invidious and leſs ſat isfactory than the Eu- 
gliib, with a Book of Canons differing from the Conſtitutions 
ot this Church. 8. They were not ſatisfied with the general 
high Commiſion Court, they produced Warrands from the 
King for ſetting up ſuch Commiſſions in their Dioceſs, in which 
by perſons, all of their own Nomination, they might puniſh 
Offenders. Thus makes he their Charge heavy; But there 
were many Papers, Petitions and Declarations in Scotland that 
made it far heavier :: They overturned all the Power the.Law 
placed in Presbytries Synods and General. Aſſemblies; . invaded 
the. Conſtitution of all theſe Judicatortes, took away the free- 


dom 


3 _* 1. . a 5 
dom of Vote and Debate, taking to themſelves a negative Vote 
and choiſing conſtant Moderators to their Humour, packed the 
General Aſſemblies and Synods on occaſion, with ſuch as had no 
legal Commiſſion to be Members, but were ſummoned by the 
King ad libitum to ſerve a turn, and then commanded Obedi. 
ence to their illegal Canons by Proclamation, and if any of 
whatſoever quality found fault with this Arbitrary Way, they 
were expoſed to the Futy of the High Commiſſion Court. 

6: W- at can our late Biſhops ſay, having ſurrendered the 


Ja Divinum of Prelacy with their own conſent in an Act of 


Parſizment, and taken them to Jus Regaſe; Nor can they pres 
tend ciatEpiſcopzcy is contiaued in our Church at the Re- 
formation: Why then were the former Biſhops ſent to Ex- 
gland to receive Ordination? Why did Biſhop Andrews 
queſtion the validity of their Ordination as Presbyters? This 
overturns Dr, Monro's Libel, called The foundamental Chart r 
of Presbytery examined (who appeared as it he would give a 
| Defyance to the Armies of Iſrael, but the Reverend and Learn- 
ned Principals Rule and Forreſter have turned the Enemy in the 


Gate, and made him return aſhamed 3 And it is obſervable, 


that Mr. Jameſoza'blind Man, who in the Worlds account, 
might be thoughe a Stripling in compariſon of that great Cham- 
pion, yet hath he ſmartly refuted him, and gone near to cut off 
Goliahs Herd with Goliahs Sword. | 


Our Government being interwoven with our Retormati- ' 


cn, Epiſcopacy ( in our Revolution 'Eſtabliſhment, aboliſned 


and declared in the Claim of Right to be an unſupportable 


Burden and Grievance to this Nation) cannot be eafily yield- 
ed to. . 


Account: Some of all degrees, and ſome of the beſt Qua lity 
ns | F 3: 


* S 
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What ſhall I ſay, it would conſume time, to reckon upſo 
much as the kind of Sufferings we have been tryſted with on that 


ſhared," 
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Fin ufering,eyen untoBland,Baniſhment,Confivee 


| Edlinb e one {who had little cauſe ta boaſt 
of any out ward Ad vantage by Conformity J ſummarly warned 
by the States to remove from their Charges without Citation 
of Accufation, and by the daſh of, one Act a little after, about 
L 


: 


ree hundred Miniſters removed from their, Congregations, 
without, Citation or Accylation, (I hard ſome Miniſters pub, 
lickly confeſs their Sin in ſo eaſily parting with their Charges) 
What ſhall 1 ſay of the Sufferings before, and in the year 1666. 
2 few pages in that once forbidden Book Neptha/s, would fa. 
ſurmount all the Accounts of other Mens ſuffering, what viſt 
Sums of Money exacted, pillaging of Houles, preferring their 


Dogs to the Children of the Family, in ſharing in the Provis 


ſions of the Houle, . beſides, unheard of Barbarities, Mockings 
1nd threatnings when the People went about the worſhip of 
pn ſhedding of the Blood of many 5 and ſince 
that time, what intercommuning of hundreds, denying them 
the uſe of things uſeful and comfortable, ſome of whom were 
ſtrangely circumſtantiat; I knew the, blind, the impriſoned 
intercommuned, who could not move for their own relief, 
the Wife intercommuned, that her Husband by that Law might 


not help her, cruel Impriſonment in unwholſome Priſons, Mi- 


niſters, and others, ſome ſeveral Months, ſome ſeveral years, t wo, 
three, five, ſeyen, ſome eleven years in Priſon, which uſage 
occaſioned the death of many, not a few Miniſters and others 
dying in their Priſons, for whom no intreaties could prevail 


for getting them out of Priſon, where they might have been 
better attended, many ſhut up in cloſs Priſons and no cauſe, 
made known, and one aged Miniſter among the reſt, above 


twenty Wecks ſhut up, for thirteen Weeks. whereof, his neareſt 

Relations were not admitted to ſee his face, norſa much as to 
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{peak ta him through che lch of the Door tho he was in great 
ipdiſpeſition, none allowed to de bim any ſervice, and to 
this, the cauſe; never ſigniſſed; What Fineings, Confineings, 
Forefialtuten Baniſhments, and unheard.of Tortures 2 and 

ſome of theſe. multiplied upon one Ferſq 

Bowels beholding them tormented: What 


ee 


d men without 
without tryal for not anſwering: Queſtions ft band, and men 
and Namen execute meerly for their opinion, hOU were no 
Holiters, nor abettors of Idolatry; ſome after Sentence, not 
getting leave to draw their breath before execution, What bar - 
barous beating of Drums at Scaffolds? What hunting of Mini- 
ſters 4nd others like Partridges in the Mountains night and day, 
lying whole nights Summer and Winter in Woods and open 
Fields? What violent driving of Families from their Houſes; 
driving and ſelling of their Goods and Cattel, laying many 1 
Families waſte, violent intruding, poſſeſſing their Houſes, Lands 4 
and Goods without any ſentence'of Law, (there be hundreds 
of unqueſtionable Witneſſes of all theſe things) What cruel 
urging tne Conſciences of People, Men and Women ( who 
had but a free Cottage) with a Bond to give ſuch and ſuch 
Miniſters and others, not ſo much as a nights Lodging, or a 
Meal of Meat, which appeared to be heavy upon the Conſciences 
olf many, (overtaken with a temptation) that when awakened 
they had no reſt till they made publick confeſſion before Con- 
gregations of People; Iknewe a Miniſter ſpeak to above 80 
them, who with grief and tears confeſſed their guilt before / 
the People. At one meeting 39 Men and Women (not above 
two known to the Miniſter before) reſolving their Appear- 
ance, role up in all Quarters, crying guilty, guilty; what exor-⸗ 
bicant exactions, and vaſt Sums, betore ſome Noblemen and 
Gentlemens Families could be relieved by any acceſs to their 
own Eſtates? not 10 Jpeak of the berbarous higlland hoſt, me 
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of that violent preſſing of the Oath of the Teſt ( a perplexed 
Oath ) on many, even beyond Law, to the preſſing of their 
Conſciences, and what pitiful conſequences followed on it? 


Among the reſt, the cutting off one of the greateſt men of our 


Iſrael, the late Me Earl of Aigle. What Volumes beyond 
Fox's monumeni he be written, (more ſuffering death un- 
der our Prela y, than in Queen Marys days) There is but ore 
inſtance, that were it meet to relate the circumſtances thereof, 
(which I knew from a Miniſter and another Perſon of credit, 


both ſhireing in that deepDiſtreſs, would make hearts that were 


not rocks to rent) a number in Priſon taken from Dumfries, 
ſome Weak, Sick, and Aged, ſome Wo nen with Child, ſome 
Criple, and many cthers taken up by the Way ont of other 
Priſons, and prick'd up like Beaſts, beſide other hard Uſages in 
their Journey, to the Caſtle of Dunnotar, where about 168 men 
and Women were thruſt into one Vault; and conſidering the 


_ neceſſities of nature, having ſcarcely room to ſtand ; what caſe 
they were in for ſome days judge ye: Yea, attheir Entry, 


when ſcorched with thirſt, denyed Water by the Souldiers with- 
out Money. Many hardſhips they endured, that it coſt ſome 
of them their Lives, and after a long ti nes diſtreſs, they were 
driven back to Lothianall ſave two or three,tied and flightered 
like Thieves, and about 80 of them ſent to America. We have 
heard che noiſe of ſome, abuſively called the Clergy, talking of 


their hard uſage and ſufferings in Pamphlets, with atteſtations 


juſtly jealouſed ; It is ſtrange, without a bluſh ſome of them 


| have likened their Flea-bite ſufferings (in compariſon of ours) 


to the dragooning in France. It were eaſy to prove, ( befides 


that the Deprivement of Presbyterian Miniſters has been double 
the time of theirs ) that four or five Presbyterian Miniſters (uf- 


feringsin a few Months, ſurpaſſed what a hundred of them has 


met with theſe fourtern years; there was never a price ſet u- 


pon 


* 
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-pon any of them, Cas there has been great Sums offered ſo pr 


apprehending Presbyterian Miniſters and ſome others) for all 
their miſdemanners. 


o 


Theſe ſufferings of ours were to ſupport and pave the Way to 
Prelacy, and make irs introduction the more eaſy Prelatiſts 
had a deep ſhare in theſe things, inſtigating, delating and in- 


forming: An ear Witneſs told me he heard one preach at Jed- 


burgb, ara Circuit Court, preſſing the Lords of Juſticiary to dye 


their ſcarlet Robes in the Phanaticks ſcarlet Blood: there may 
be ſome here who heard it ; O cruel Diſpolicion ! Far be it 


from us to entertain thoughts of ſuch Barbarities, Inhumanities, 


and Antichriitian uſages as we have been treated with, or to 


urge the making, or Execution of ſuch ſevere Laws. It is known 
we have had more charity and compafſion, and readineſs to 
ſupply ſome of them. Were not theſe ſufferings alſo to pave 


the Way to Popery, that made great advances in Scotiand, ſome 


apoſtatizing for penſions, ſome devoting their Children to be 


bred at the Popiſh School in the Abbay, and two Curats turn- 
ed Papiſts, Dalgleiſh and Rue. | = 
8. It may ealily appear, Prelacy can never be introduced in 


Scotland without Blood, nor continued without Tyrrany and 


oppreſſion, which prevocks to Confuſion and Diſorder, then 
there behoved to be ſtanding Forces, which is inconſiſtent wich 
the liberty of the People and freedom of Trade. Is there any 
ſo fond of Prelacy, as to wiſh that woful day, Scaffolds and 


Streets running with Blood, Priſons filled with Miniſters and 
Profeſſors, and all theſe tragical actions reacted? I might term 


them Sons of miſchief Exel. 11. 2. who might expect the curſe 
intailed upon the Re-builders of Jericho, and come to rue it 
out of time, when the eye-(trings are breaking, and the wrath of 


God lipping in over their Souls, if they would venture their 


Souls on it, we might venture ſuffering, 
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9. What Loſſes, Aſſronts and Sufferings, have ſome of ſeve- 
ral ranks and Stations, endured in their perſons and poſterities, 
who were Conttivers, Abettors and Favourites of Prelacy. | 
could give remarkable inſtances of old and of late in my own 

_ Obſervation, & could give Name and Sirname, with the Cha- 
raters andQualities of perſons, which 1 forbear ; nor will ! 
reflect where the hand of Man was ſeen, but the immediat hand 
of God, by ſignal Evidences in their Death, Horrour, and 
Storms of Conicience for going over the belly of Conſcience, 
ſome at their Death calling for theſe whom they deſpiſed and 
perſecute in their Life, refuſing others; ſame who complyed 
tor a Livelybood brought to Poverty and Beggery. 
Why does others venture to try that Foord, and ruſh on 
that Rock on which theſe ſplit 2. Dan. 5. Belſbaa ar having 
his Conſcience wakened by the Hand- writing on thePlaiſter of 
the Wall, the Kings Countenance was changed, and his thoughts 
troubled him, fo that the Joynts of his Loins louſed, and his 
Knees ſmote one againſt another, the thouſand Lords who 
were about him could not make him ſmile, he called for the 
Aſtrologers and Sooth-ſayers, Oc. they could not reſolve him 
till Daniel came 3nd told him of his Fathers Pranks and Puniſh- 
ment, and ſaid, O Belſhazzar, thou haſt not humbled thine 
Heart, tho thou kneweſt all this. I can give no better Anſwer 
than that relating io Hophni and Phineas, 1 Sam. 2. 25. They 
hearkned not to their Fathers Admonition, becauſe the Lord 
would ſlay them 3 The Heathens uſed to ſay, whom the gods 
would deſtroy thele they demented. 1 warn and charge you 
all that hears me, on your perril mint not to meddle with edge 
Tools, leaſt you kick againſt the Pricks, as is ſaid of theſe 
preſumptuovs who took God for their Party, They run on his 
nec, and on the thick boſſer of his Bucklers, hardening their 


mw Hearts to their Deſtruction. 


10. 


H 


10. I. will not meddle with the Neighbour Nation, ſeing 
they are pleaſed with their Government as an eaſie Lock, we 
Abe to pray they may mannage it to the ſuppreſſing of 
Vice and Immoralities, and rooting out Hereſies and Errors, 
which like a Gangering ſpreads and eats out he Bowels ot 
Truth: Nor will anſwerPamphlets ſtuffed with ſcurrillous Re. 
flections, nor impure theſe to the Sober and judic ous: 1-wiſh 
from my Heart there were ſuch an Union as might tend to tte 
Advantage of both Nations, without giving the Ark of God a 
wrong touch, and that they neither deſigned nor urged as 
Terms of Union, conformity 
theirs, which I hope ſhallgever be yielded to; bat if the Go. 
vernment of our Church were not ſecured, 1 could venture to 
propheſie there ſhall not be a Bleſſing in it, and who would 
ſacrifice this Government. to ſecular Iatereſts, would find a 
Worm at the root of their Gourd. 47 25 . 
11. J mind not by wayof Retalliation, to the falſe calumnious 
Tales of ſome. foul-mauthed Prelatiſts among us, to raick in 
the Aſhes agd Puddle of the Debauches of Men: of that Gang, 
which could be proven (it was an old faying, Si ille didicit 
male dicere & ego conte mnere, it he has taught his Tongue to 
ſpeak ill, I have learned to deſpiſe it) nor will J reflect on 
theſe who are known to be quiet and ſober, eſſaying by ho- 
neſt means to live: But ſome imploy themſelves in what is 
of dangerous Conſequence, baptizing Children: irregulatly, and 
Children of ſcand!ous Perſons, without regard to removing 
of the Scandal, marrying perſons clandeſtinly, without know- 
ledge or conſent of Parents, , marrying ſome within forbidden 
Degrees, and ſome whoſe former Bands of Marriage were not 
diſſolved, antidating Teſtimonials, ſtraining their Conſcience 
( if any pulſe ot it remain) co give Teſtimonials for their ſo. 
briety, Chriſtian Life, and freedom from Scandals, to ſuch 
G 2 whole 


our Church Government tx 
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&: : | 
whoſe Scandal was obvious to theſe that will not ſhut their Eyes, 
ſome confeſſed they never ſaw the perſon that married them be- 

fore that inſtant of their Marriage, they may this way marry 
the Father and Daughter, and who are ſecure of their Childrep? 
yea ſome depoſed forgroſs Immoralities, Contumacy, and ſus 
pine negligence, continue to officiat, which breeds Confulian, 
theſe things can be inſtructed. i on lt poet 
12. Some of them of late January 30. vented themſelves, 

( in what is not worth the noticing, as having any weight, but 
for Reprimand) in louſe ill! buckled Diſcourſes, groundleſs 
Calumnies and unnatural Reflections on their native Land, in 
949 what has been refuted above years ago, and a few Sabbaths 
ſince, by a Learned and revernd Miniſter in Edinburgh; It's 
known Presbyterians ſuffered, appearing and proteſting againſt 
that Murder of c. the 1. And the Lord Ho/l:'s in his Memoirs 
vindicats Scoſ land, having ſpoken much to the advantage ot the 
Scots, adds page 68. Here then the very mouth of Iniquity was 
ſtopt, Malice it (elf had nothing to ſay to give the leaſt blemiſh 

to the faithfulneſs and reality of the Kingdom of Scotland. | 
judge theſe: men have made few Proſelytes by their Diſ- 
courſes, but rather cool'd the Reſpects of the fober and judici: 
ous who ſeemed: their Favourites. But there is one Note J 
cannot forbear to Mark (which Hearers cannot refuſe tho they 
think words arealtered in the Print) he ſpeaks of a Sett of Men 

in both Kingdoms, eſpecially Teachers and Leaders that ſpent 
their Religion another way, than in Explaining,. Confirming 
and applying that Doctrine of cur Sadiour and Apoſtles, who 
plainly aſſerted the right of Soveraign Princes, looking on the 
Duty of Reſpect and Obedience to Superiors, but as a poor, 
privat, moral Virtue; For they filled the Peoples Heads with 
Air and Words, and poſſeſſed their Fancies with Dreams and 
Viſions, and beſtowed their Lungs, and moſt patt of their Pul- 
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petSweat in making a Noiſe, & no more, about Faith, attendance 
uponOrdinances, Communion withGod, &as they mannaged the 


matter with [ome myſterious Jargon, & romantick Stories What 


ſmelofAtheiſm is here I leave you tojudge: ; We avow the preach⸗ 
ing and preſſing of Faith, and attendance on Ordinances as ab- 
ſoluily neceſſary in order to Communion with God, which is 


the Heaven vpon Earth. We preach and preſs Motality, but we 
read of ſome that preſſed Circumciſſon and keeped not the Law, 
Gal. 6. 13. Compare their Hearers with outs in Morality, they 


vvill be at a loſs, but Morality vvithout Piety aud Faith, may 


vvell chake a good Neighbour, it vvill never make a good Chri- 
ſtian, it's but like Flovvers on a dead Corps. An ill principled 
moral Man, vvould prove the cruelleſt Perſecuter, as theſe of 


the Heathen Emperors, moſt commended for Morality vvere. 


We preach and preſs Loyalty and Obedience to theſe in Autho- 


Tity ſupream and ſubordinate, That who fran Gad are obliged 40 
' honour.thems, 1 Pet. 2. 13,17. And vyho have moſt of the fear 
of God, vvill be moſt Loyal and fixed Friends to Authority; 


and whodeny due reſpeQs to them, are neither obedient to 


Chriſts Command, nor conform to his Example, who bids 
give Ceſar what is Ceſart, and wrought a Mitacle to pay his 
Tribute, but this man is ſo high in his flight for Loyalty, that 
we judge vvould reliſh. with none but theſe of the Complexion 
ofthat Tirrant of France: . A few days ago there came to my 
Hand a Sermon preached: before the Houſe of Commons on: 


the like occaſion not long ago, compare his with that of our 


Couptrey mans, and ye will find. him more ſober, ſolid, more 
orthodox, and his Doctrine more conform to: that of Chriſts 
and his Apoſtles, and more becoming the Pulpit, and more 
Matter in fewer words by far, than the other, who darkens 
Wiſdom with a multitude of bombaſtick Words, Jeb 38. 2. 
I think fit to give fans Wersen Sermon, God forbrbaithy 

Aer 28 wu IT nul 2 2 


4 


* 


WV 


4 o 
w — — 
1 £ = : th & 
\ 4 2 = \ $. 
" N * * * f 
— — PP. 2 \ To « 
8 — . 4 
: of * W — 
- A : 
V * N . * i - 
- 1 5 < I 


„ r 
. 
— 
1 N 

„ 

— 

[ 


+ > V 


.ownedas Gods Miniftry, under wich be ple of Chr 
2 


| few SpeFators of ity - ſcare ery Aﬀors in it ave mow remaining; 
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he, That 1645 day of ſole Humiliation noni De vnde fe of to fn. 


ter Princes with 2 Arbitrary Poner, by drawing ans 


cluſrons from the antient Gbverument of Ovdr peciiliar Paal 
which may collour v der modern Tiras.” God forbid that the 455 
man Iuperia! Poner in the hend, of Claudius or Nero Hoculd be 
ze Juff e- 


red Martyrdoive, rointevtaly People with the elend hol, Thoughts 


Feiters and Chains; whith when laid bin thet ill Prices, 


get they mut not | endexuoiir to rempoe, under Penalty o 
eternal dammutiou, tendi only to 'exaſperat hu maus nature, and 
awake way to ſuch aunothes Hay as me are now cel ebrating, which maz 
divine goodneſs. for aver prerent. God fer bid this diy ſhould be 
made nſe of to continud heats and eninhofiti's among fl us, which 
onght long fence to have been biried in Oblivion ;"eſpeciall "where 
the rragical ſchene of this day wis not the af of the whole Nation; 


but ſince the condition of thegreate ſĩ Mes on earth 5 ſub jeck to ſuc 
7 " thegreateiF's rth jeck 1o-ſuch 
fatal Cataftrophies 27 h war, which this day brings to 25 
1 cannot but lament theunhdyyy fate of the Princes who are born in 
purple, and bred in Lu ury,entomnpaſſed with Patterers, and ſo in- 


toxicated with the gandyOrnumeni] of power, 45 to forget the end 


. ; for. whichtheymere elevated. ani mucde God? upon earth. ' 


We find no Scripture groumd to preſs abſolute illimited 
obedience, to attribute a deſpotick arbitraty power to any mor- 
tal, that only belongs to Jeſus Chriſt who alone is the Darling 
of heaven, and orily Law-glvet to the Conſcience, who alone 


nas power to frve r deſtroy tile Soul, J A. 12. There have 
| been Sycoptiants,' whs have Hittered Princes to their ruine. 
branding theſe with Rebellion, who yield not abſolute obedie. 


— 


N ence. I will give you Scripture inffances of Non. Obedi 
11. Ice, 1 WIL u ocriptnre inſtances of Non-obedience 
wa and Diſobedience, which noneWho Will merit n e fas 0 


Scripture dare for their Soils call” Rebellion, ere the Mid- 
* wives 


enn, 


tovvards Kings than Presbyterians do, vvho thin themſelves 
- obliged ro fear God and honour the King, and alvvays ready 
to obey him in the Lord. Judge on vyhoſe ſide Loyalty ſtands, 
for many (if not the molt pat) of the Epiſcopal Clergy in 
Scotland{( | ſpeak not of the Engliſh ) beſides their many 1nju- 
ſtiſi able and irregular Practices (ſome of which are mentioned 
before) whereby they of the l | 
prayedexptelly for King Milliam of ever glorious memory,but 
for the King, and novy becauſethat vvould be too bare faced, 
they have altered the Phraſe, for their Soveraign. 


ſpit in the face of the Lavv, they never 


. 


2. Ob. Presbyrerians, ſay they, incroach on Authority, and 


| meddle vvich State and Civil matters. R. We maintain no 
| 5 Church- judicatory ought to cognoſce affairs of State, nor of 
mens Civil Rights or intereſts, except their advice be ſought by 
| the Magiſtrat, concerning ſin and duty in any ſuch matter, or if 
the thing be manifeſtly ſcandalous, and evidently dangerous 
i to the intereſts of Religron and the Souls of men, nor do they 
| inflict any puniſhments ſave ſpiritual Cenſures. 


* 
3. Ob. They object the Rigidity of Presbyterians. R. Winch 


? 5 » 
| is nothing compared vvith the ſeverity of Papiſts and Prelates 
9 tovvards theſe that diſſent from them; that vvbich they call 
LY Rigidtiy is moſtly againſt immoralities, which are unqueſtio- 
174 nably ſuch. i e! — 


4. Ob; They object the diviſions of presbyterians. R. Nei- 


1 therPope nor Prelate can keep diviſions out of theChurch trom 
1 among their party, our diviſions have been hightened and pros 
bl moted by Enemies; and through grace we have come to more 
1 Unity than theſe vvho reproach us. C7 


-. 0b. But Miniſters of this vvay domineer over People, 


= even the greateſt at their pleaſure. R. Miniſters muſt vvalk by 
= the rule of the Word, and if they exceed that bounds, 
1 | they may be curbed by ſuperior Church- Judicatories, a 


nd ir 


| thei, 
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wives in Egypt Rebels, who obeyed not Pharaoh to ſtiffle the 
Hebrews Male Children? Exad. 1. 


ere the three ChildrenRe- 
bels who would not vvorſhip the Kings graven Image? Dan 3. 
vvere Saul Ser vants Rebels vvho vvould not obeyhim to ſlay the 
Lords Prieſtsꝰ 1 Sm. 22. It had been telling many of old & late, far 
& near, that they had deen honoured with Non - obedience to the 
bloody in junctions ofAntichriſtian perſecutors ForDilobedience 
vvete the Apoſtles Rebels 2 As 4. and 5. Who, vyben they 
vvere ſtraitly charged, not ta preach in the name of Jefus, yet 
they vvould preach 3 yvas Daniel a Rebe]? vvho, vvhen the 
King commanded that no prayer ſhould be made to any for 
thirty days but to him, Dau. 6-yet he vvould zvqvvedly pray 
to the God af Heaven . „ ꝗ ER 
It's the wiſdom of Magiſtrats ſupream and ſubordinat, not to 
exerce delpotick and arbitrary power, nor to rule with tyrra- 
ny and oppreſſion, that is applicable to the Fathers of the Re- 
publick, Eph. 6. 4. Provock not your Children to wrath: Avoid. 
ing inhumanity in your Dealings, moderating your minaces, 
leſt ye 1mbſitter ſpirits, extinguiſh or weaken affed ions; he 


rules with moſt comfort and confidence, who keeps moſt toom 
in the affections of People, as Inferiors have their bounds, ſo 


no power on Earth wants theirsz which implyes obligation 
through vertue of Gods Ordinance to make conſcience of their 

Du el In -b „„ „„ 
13. We may well avow, and this day lavow our Presby- 

terian Government, whatever be ſaid to the contrary. 
1. Object. They ſay its inconſiſtent with Civil Government 
and Monatchy. X. Thele 14. years experience may ſtop the 
mouth ot impudence it ſelf: Theſe hundred years, there has 
not been ſuch a long tract of tranquillity in Scotlapd. Civil 
Government has been advantagicuſly mannaged,in ſeveral of 
the moſt eminent reformed Churches, with that Diſcipline of 
Chriſts houſe vve plead : None maintiin more loyal Principles 
towards 


| Sar SF” Ji 
their Inſolence amount to the diſturbance of the Peace, may be 
reſtrained bytheMagiftrat : Befides Miniſters do nothing alone, 
but with the Peoples Repreſentatives the Elders, who may be 
of the beſt quality, as they are qualified for that work and cho- 
ſen by the Church. It's known, our Church enjoyed great Uni- 
ty for many years after the Reformation, till ambitious Men 


began to trouble her with their Innovations and Uſurpati- 


Ons. 


14. It the Government of the Church were ſubject to the 


ſuffrage of Men [ which we can never yield ] yer might we 
venture to ſay, there would not be found in Scotland of the ſo- 


ber and judicious, one of ten, who would ſay Amen to Prelacy, 


and Votes are to be pondered as well as numbred and there is 
more weight to be laid on the Judgement of one ſober, ſerious, 


judicious Chriſtian, than on a hundred light, Ignorant,Godleſs 


and Prayerleſs Souls, who take liberty to drink Drunk, Swear, 
Lie, ard play the Whore. | 

Vet might we venture the Cauſe as Elijah did, 1 Kings.12: 
When che People halted between two Opinions, whether 
GOD was GOD, or Baal was god, they agreed to that which 
he propoſed, that God, that anſwereth by Fire, let him be God; 
They began firſt to dreſs their Bullock, laid it on the Altar, but 
put no fire under , they called on the name of Baa/from Morn 
till Noon, ſaying, O Baal, hear us, but there was noVoice,nor any 
that anſwered, they leapt upon the Altar, Eliiah mocked them, 
and ſaid, Cry aloud, for he is a god, he is either talking, Sleep- 
ing, or on a Journey, &c. They cryed aloud, and cut them 
ſelves with Knives and Lances till the Blood guſnt out upon 


. them, but there was no Voice nor Anſwer, nor any that re- 


garded: Elijab called the People to come near to him, he put 
the Wood and Sacrifice on the Altar, and made a Trench a- 


bout the Altar, and cauſed pour Water three times upon tte 
H Wood 
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Wood and burnt-ſacrifice till che Trench was filled with Wa- 


ter, then he came and ſaid, Lord God of Abraham, Iſaac, IC. 
rael, Let it be known this day that thou art GOD in Iſrael, 
and that I am thy Servant, and have done all theſe things at 
thy Word, and that thou haſt turned: their Heart back again. 
Then the Fire of the Lord fell and conſumed the burnt. Sacri. 
fice, the Wood and Stones and the Duſt, and licked up the 
Water that was in the Trench; When all the People ſaw it, 
they fell on their Faces and cryed, The Lord hers God, the Lord 
he is God: NowlTapply it, let that be the way and Govern- 
ment that is molt witneſſed to from Heaven by the Breathing 


and Influences of the Spirit of God, that works as Fire,cenvinc- + 


ing, converting, and comforting Souls; Now ſpeak Conſci- 


ences, ſpeak, if there be any here that has a Prelate in their Bo- 


ſome by deſign or diſpoſition, what have ye found of theſe Mo- 
tions or Operations, or obſerved in others of the ſume Kid 
ney? lt's true in this degenerat God-darring Generation, 
there be not a few who ridicule theſe things as fancies : But 
we have no Phyſick for the Atheiſt, that ſays in his Heart there 
is no God, and the Deiſts who denys all revealed Religion, 
and future Puniſhments and Rewards, but we leave them to 


him who in his time will make himſelf known lyt be Judguentit ba: 


he will execute upon incorrigille Enemies, and take them in the 
Snare, their own hands framed, Bſ. g. 16. I dare ſay there be ma. 
ny in Scotland like Balaam. who Numb. 23. 10. He would not 
live the Life of the Righteous, but cryed, let me die the Death 
of the Righteous, and my l:{t end like to his. I will give you 
an inſtance cf a perſon of no {mall eſteem and Parts, who in 
the laſt words of his Life vvould admit none of his old Gang 


to viſit him, nor to preach in his Pulpit, but three Presby teri- 


an Miniſters, vvho vvere connived at by the Moy:n of the 
good Wile, and Noble Lord, my Lord Marquiſs of Tweed 
0 dale, 
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Aale, one of theſe Miniſters vvas his ovvn Brother in Lavv, 
( vvho gave me the Account Jtyvo of them preached before his 
Death, he took the Hand and Promiſe ofthe Third to preach 
the following Sibbath, whether he were dead or alive; He 
told his Brother when theyplotted thelntroduction of Prelacy, 
he ſaid to one of his Brethren, we cannot meddle with this mar- 


ter, unleſs B. Lauderſon had written a Retradion of his Book 


de juramento, the other laid his Head to the Wall and was fi- 
lent for a time, yet both of them went over the Belly of Con- 


| ſcience, and that man one of the firſt Arch-Prelats, in the firſt 


Parliament of their Reign rode up in ſtate in his Velvet. Oown 
to the Parliament- houſe, but got not leave to fit down, was 
tuddenly ſmitten and carried to his Lodgings, what Storms 
he had in his Breaſt, Witneſſes knew: it is not fate to bourd 
with God, Conſcience and Death. | | 
I ſhall only ſpeak of two things daygerons to the Church. 
1. | wiſh and exhort that nothing be countenanted which 
thwarts with the Law eſtabliſhing our Government,and would 
propagate and perpetuat a ſchiſm in the Church; they had 


wont to ſlinderPresbyterians as Schiſmaticks for Nan-confor- 


mity, but they did ſtand their ground, and were invaded, and 
owned their Principles ſince the Reformation from Popery by 
Presbyters ; So the ſchiſm firſt and laſt is on their ſide, I 
dare ſay, there is not one of a hundred withdraws from Pres- 
byters pretending Conſcience, but either out ot pick or love of 
liberty, that they might fin without control, and have ſmooth 
things ſpoken to them, but the People that were Presbyterians 
by Prinicple, and looked on Prelacy as contrary to the Word 
of God, conceived themſelves obliged ro adhere to their own 
Miniſters, and not to regard, but ſeparat from theſe that were 
intruded upon them, ( belides unminiſtertal pra&ice ofa great 

many of them rendred them contempuble. 9) 
2. It is not our part to allow the injuring of any in their 
H 2 juſt 
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juſt civil Rights and Properties, but its worth our _confideras 
Li A Ulurpation over the Church by Patronages did 
8 | {ſpring from:a bad Fountain, and the conſequence has been de- 
© - %rudtive:cotheChurch, and a grievous Bondage, many God- 
proxocking ſins has follovved on it, Simoniacal Compacts. 

(and it Vyas never vvorſe uſed than by Prelats ) It has been 
the ſource af a Godlels inſufficient Miniſtry: For it a Vaſſal 
bad a Son fit for no other imployment, he vvould ſute his 
Patron for a Preſentation. I pray that none of our Nobility 
Lo. or-Gentry prigg vvith God in this matter, and that neither co. 
F EE, on the one hand, nor envy on the ether, prompt 
75 Sa to ath this yoke on us: They who will not ſhur their 
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4 "> a wha finding her at home in her Night - Cloths, would not allow 
. " 5 . fy q : 
_ 7 
| BY 
4 „ Fe 
* 3 


. Ten Vet neither her Age, Sex, Quality nor Sickneſs by any Remonſtrance or 
| Intregties could obtain her being let out upon Bule, nor, ſo much as a more e 
1 3 2 r P fon allowed : All which was refuſed, when ſhe was at the laſt:;ex 
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